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4 OF DYING WEL. 


Firſt wricten in the Italian tongue. by the Reue- 
end father Don Peeter of Luca, a Chanog 
regular, a Door of Diuinitic and 
famous preacher. 

VVherin is alſo contayned ſundry profitable refolu- 
tions, ypon ſome doubtful queſtions in Diainitie. 
Tranſlated firſt into French , and. 
wouy nyo Engliſh, 
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TO THE RIGHT 
REVEREND, LADY 


IOAN BARKLEY, ABBESSE 
of the Engliſh Monaſtery of Nunnes of the 
holy order of S.Benedi#, in.Braxels. 


$ 17ht Reverend, I heer pre- 
ſent vnto your peruſal this 
dialogue of dying wel , « 

woork more of woorth for 
the coodnes then in value for the 
greatnes. 


A 2 1t Was 


It wes firſt written in the Italian 
Llongue by a devout Chanon of Luca, & | 


by M.Pccter Friſon 4 devour Chanon 


of Rhemcs (wel knowne through his 
pietie vnto many of our nation) it was 
fre tranſlated 11o french, 

The remembr ace of death 4s Biſhop 
fiſher (of bleed memory) was wort to 
ſay, doth nener come out of ſeaſon, and 
thu ſpake that good father in regard that 
the remembrance of death tendethwnto 
4 care igehdenonr to dy wel,a matter of 
Feofte important conſideration unto all 
that line, © 

There are ſundry ſerpents and mon- 
flers that out of filth and corruption do 
wake their originals, and ſo in lyke man- 
ner was that ugly mon#ter,called death, 
out of the filth and ſin of our firſt aunce- 
zer,firſt engenared.The agillitie & arte 
of this moite mercileſſe tyrant caſiſteth 
in the continual caſting of deadly dartes, 


an 


and infynit hee throweth out, enen in 
euery moment, neuer ayming but at te 
wing hat tes,neuer miſſing thoſe hee 4y- 
meth at, neu ber is there any armour to 
bee found that may withſtand hu hart- 
pierſing force. VVherefore ſeeing to 4- 
oyd death there is no remedy the remes 
dy then that remayneth , us the lear« 
wing how to dy wel : thu leſſon the 
enſuing dialegue teacheth, only truants 
wegleit to learne it , but attentine 
ſchollers do drepely imprint ut in me« 

mory. 
To your good Ladiſhip I dedicate the 
ſame: unto you the firſt Abbeſſe of your 
holy order reuyued in our nation , whoſe 
poſteritie by the dauine prouidence may 
come to brighten onr country with thew 
ſhyring ſanttttie as your predeceſſors 
heretofore have donne:afier that S, Au- 
guitync had brought and taught Unio 
the Engliſh people the firſt knowlege & 
A3 belief 


belief in the true God and his deer ſonne 
and our Saviour, Chriſte Ieſws. 

= religious man was this firſt Apoſtle 

of ours, and of your order, as alſo were 
thoſe holy Abbeſſes and religious virgins 
fomuch dvr s bythe venerable Bede 
and other veritable writers, in there 
relating their holy lines and Wonder ful 
miracles, yea enen after their deathes, 
which were true arguments of their 
dying wel, the which they wel learned to 
do whyle they lined, as he graunt wee al- 
ſo may to whoſe holy tuition Ileane your 
Rewerend Ladiſhip. Thu 3. of April 

I603. 


Your Ladiſhips very 
much deuoted 


*  #, 


"HE. AV.THORS 


PROQHEME. 


iudgemet of Ariſtotle, man of 
| all mortal creatures is moſte 
prudent , for that hee alone 
| (PH O|| foreſeeith thinges to come, 
ZEA) aud therefore differeth from 
the brute beaſt, Which regardeth bnly thinges 
that bee preſent. 3 

Man therefore ſeting hee muſt dy , is by bis 
natural v1/dome enclyned to foreſee his death, 
ihe c:gitation  Wherof is vymo him 4 thing 
more terrible, then any other thing els What- 
ſoener, and it much mare doth importe him. 

He therefore that deſyreth to walk Wiſely 
in this miſcrable lyfe, muſt in ſuch ſorte pre« 
pare and diſpoſe himſelf for dreadful death, 
that When it approcheth neere vnto him , hea 
be not taken ynpronydel, and that for Want of - 

A 4 


dypcon- 


due confuderation te loſe not the chief fehcitie, 
and beſydes that be afiigned for eur ynto the 
phines of bel VVherefore beeing deſurcus to 
begin this diſcourſe of the arte or ſcience to 
gy Wel:. for an introcuttien thereunto -L- 
- preſuppoſe ſuche an imagined nar © 
141108 45 beer enſueth. 


A DIA- 
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AST IHR 05; 


A DIALOGVE OF 
DYING WEL. 


IH £ k t wasa marchant 
Which trauayling into a 
be 6 far countrie,as hce wan- 
"\E dred out of his w ay ,hap- 
pened to come into a 
” great wildernefſe, w here 
he chaunced ro meet With an od Ere- 
mire, who through.great age was euen 
ouer(pent & worne: with whome atrer 
he had begone to enter into diſcours he 
aſked him what he did their in ch:ar (oli- 
tarieplace, now ſo neere yn:o the date 
of his death. The Eremite anſwered & 
ſayd. Thow ſhalt (my ſonne) vnderſtid, 
that when I was in the flouriſhing age 
of thirtie yeares,I forſook the deceittul 
world, and retyred my ſelf into this ſo- 
litarie place, heer to do ſome kynde of 
penance for my former ſynnes, and to 
Az learne 


+ A DiatoGvs 
learne tody , and heere haue I conti- 
nuallic dwelt in ſolicude theſe threſcore 
and ten years. 'Then the Marchar (aid 
to him, it ſeemeth too mee a thing ve 
ſuperfluous that thow ſhouldeſt ſrek 
to learne to dy, (ceing thow (beeing a 
mortal man and alreaddie an hundred 
yeers old) muſt needs dy, and that yerie 
l.ortly, The Eremite anſwered, this 1s 
that which I feare & not withour great 
aſtoniſhment do cueric day think ypon, 
colidering that I am not redy for death, 
and- neuerthelefſe I know afluredly 
that I muſt dy. 

To this then qu6th the Marchant: 


'whatthing is it to know how to dy? 


The old Ermite anſwered him::o know 
how to dy, isno other thing, then to 
flie all things that may offend our lord 
God,and with diligence to doe all that 
hee commideth, obſeruing obedientlie 
all his precepres and commandements, 
and to be in ſuche wiſe neat and cleane 
in coſcience,that arryuing vnto the Jaſt 
end of our lyfe wee may be receaued 
into the cuerlaſting reſt orthe citrizens 
of hea- 


gy_— 
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OF DYING WET 2 
of heaue. At theſe woordes the Marchir 
begining to feel in his hart ſome ſud- 
daine morio to the change of his lyfe, 
fayd vnto him againe, o deere father, 
your talk greatly pleaſerh mee.Tel mge 
I beſeech yow,could yow'giue mee ſome 
good inſtructions touching this moſte 
neceſſarie point of dying wel? Hereito 
the Ermite anſwered that he was very 
willing to make himpartaker of ſuch 
i as airedy himſeif had gotten by 
is ſtudy in thar ſcience, & there-with- 
al aſked him what trade hee liued by, hee 
anſwered that hee was a Marchant, 
wherynto the Ermite added : that the 
arte off Marchant is to (el his marcha- 
diſe deer ; and to buy good cheape: yf 
thow then defire(quorth hee)ro make a 
good market, and to buy a treaſure in- 
comparable, and far beyond all eftima- 
tion, for a litle price, behold heauen 
which is ſogreatandglorious,and buy 
it with thy temporal goods , giuing 
them to the poore for thee loue of 
God. 
Then thee Marchit becing deſirous 
to bee 


A Driatoeavse 
to bee further fſacistied, alked him a- 
gaiae, ſaying, © deere tather and my 
good maiiter, | pray yow tel mee, y7 (0 
be that you had a (cholier, whome 
you loued wel,or a ſonne, whome you 
deerely aff:&ed, whar arte principallie 
would you teache him? The Ermite 
anſwered : fecting a (ye. all ſecrets, 
all arres, all experimenres and all ſcien- 
cesin the world , other arte would I 
notinſtruct him in then in the arceto 
dy wel , becauſe it excelleth euerie 
other ſcience , theſame being more 
neceſſarie , more-proficabie and more 
worthie, then the orhers, as without 
the which a man cannot pu pPa- 
radiſe. nor eſcape the horriblePaynes 
of hel. Theſe other artes do reache 
to diſpure,to talke,to meaſure, ro num- 
ber, to ſing, and ſuche like exerciſes, 
which are all of litleyalue, and only 
vied of men whyle they liue in this mi- 
ſcrable and tranſitorie lyfe, bur the arte 
to dy wel,teacheth thee co ger paradiſe, 
where each ſcience, and all kynde of 


know!edge is to bee round; By thee li- 
beral 
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OF DYING WEL. 3 
teral artes, thow ſhalt get wordlie glo- 
rie and earthly ſubſtance, which moits 
ſpeedely paſſerh a way: bur by thearce 
to dy wel, is gotten the g'orie of hea- 
uen , Which encurerh for euer, by this 
arte is our ſoule ſaued, and wee haue 
this life onlie tocheend, to learne the 
arre to dy wel. To rhisour lord leſus 
Chriſte Coth invite vs, in many places 
of the goſpe): as where hee faith: E/tore 
parati quia neſcitis diem neque horam, that is 
to ſay : Bee ye in a reddines, becauſe 
ye know northe day nor the hower, 


Math.z5. 


Againe: Eflote parati quia qua bore non pa- Lac. 13. 


tatis files lominu venter, that is: Be ye pre- 
pared becauſe the ſonne of man wil 
come what hower ye think nor. To 
come to this knowlege the ſaints and 
true philoſophers haue taken great tra- 
vail and paynes, becauſe this (cience a- 
lone helperh my then all the other 
together. [n this day and night the ho- 
lie fathers did exercile rhemſelues, and 
now euerie good religious perſon and 
true devout Chriſtian putierh all his 
fludie to learne to dy wel: yea hee is 

not 


A Diarocve 
not a true chriſtian,neyther can be cal 
leda wiſeman which doth not pr ocur 
ſome meanes to learne this ſo worthie 
and ſo neceſflarie a ſcience, without 
which, none can dy wel, nor .conſe- 
quently be ſaued. For as fain& Bernard 
ſaith, venientem mortem nemo bene excipit, 
niſi qui ſe ad ipſam dum viueret,bonis operibus 
preparauit,chatis,No man doth wel re- 
ceyue death, but hee that while hee li- 
ued, did prepare him(elffor it, by good 
woorkes. 

The paſſage of death beeing then 
more perilous then any other thing 
(for as muche as that therein either is 
loſt the ſoueraignz good , and eternal 
damnation ——— or els the bleſſed 
& perpetual felicitie is chereby wonne, 
and the euerduring payne of hell is 
thereby auoyded) wee ought with all 
carefulnes and diligence to prepare our 
ſclues for that paſlage, in Which the 
whole conclufon and end of all our 
doings conſiſteth: becauſe hauing made 
this paſſage as it requireth S& with be- 


hooful meancs, wee become happlie for 
euer: 
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OF DYING WEL, 
euer: Whereas contrariwiſe doing ewl 
wee do foreuer loſe the ioyes of para- 
diſe. If a iudge were to giue ſentece in a 
caſe whereon depended thy Whoie (ub- 
ſtace,or yfrhow weare to yeeld accopte 
of Come adminiſtratis or office of great 
importance, thow wouldeſt nor tynde 
repoſe either night or day, thow woul- 
deſt not ſleep one hower (oundlie, nor 
eate one morſel of meat with pleaſing 
taſte, thow wouldeſt neuer laugh nor 
vſe any recreation vntil ſuch tyme as 
thow wert freed from that perillous 
eſtate and buſineſſe. Alas then, how 
great is the ignorance of miſerable 
wordlings, which beeing to make this 
ſo paintul and dangerous a paſlage 
(whereypon dependeth all our good) 


| do arryue and come thereunto like 


ynto brute beaſtes, without any prepa- 
ration at all, 

When an impriſoned malefator 
hath receaued ſentence of death and 
knoweth hee cannoteſcape, oh how 
many waylings, and how many lame- 
tings maketh the wretchein that time, 

| ſeing 
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ſeeing thac aflurcdy he muſt foorth- 
warh be. put to death, In this caſe are 
ail men ung found to bee , againſt 
whome as {00ae a> euer they be borne, 
in this m:terab.e and trantitorie lyfe, 
the ſeuere feiirence of death is pro-= 
nounced. And fo do wee all ſtand 
in chris worid, as the malefactor Rtan- 
deth in priſon, condemned ro death 8 
readie co goe vnro execution. Of 
whome as it is (aid, that hee lieth in 
priſon 'vpon his !ie, fo of vs all mayit 
truly bee ſpoken, that wee are in this 
39g of the world, and ty ypon our 
yues , which beeing conlidered ; oh 
how much ought wee to weep, and 
how much ought wee to be careful 
and diligenc ro prepare orr ſclues for 
death. 

When the marchant had vnderſtood 
all theſe chings, being then broughe in- 
ro great perplexitie, he ſaid ymto the 
Ermite, © father and maiſter I hartely 
defire that you wil vouchſafe to in- 
ſtruc mee furcher in this ſo woorthie 
and neceſſaric arte,of dying wel, that I 

may 
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may thereby know by this your chari- 
tie that you haue choſen mee for your 
ſoune and diſciple: and yt in this moſte 
healrhftul (cience you haue any ſecret 
or worthie point, I beſcech youtor the 
loue ot God before you pas from this 
our mortal lyt ynto the lyf cuerlaſting, 
ro diſcouer ynto mee theſame, Then 
the Ermite anſwered him, ſaying: my 
ſonne Cz welbeloued (choliler,now do I 
know char our Lord is hee,that maketh 
thee toſpeak, and thexetore, I wil nor 
denie thee thy requeſt. Know thow 
then that I beeing an hundred yeares 
01d, am aſſured that the end of my lyte 
cannot bur bee ncere, wherefore ha- 
uing ſtudied for the (pace of (cauentie 
yeares, to learne this ſcience of dying 
wel, It hath pleaſed almightie God to 
reueal ynto mee ſundry ſecret & eſpe- 
cial poynts of theſame, the which I wil 
comunicate and ſhew ynto thee for the 
como good of all them, that wil learne 
tody wel,to the end that by thy meanes 
they may bee publiſhed ynto the world, 
and eſpecialy to ſuch godly and deuout 
| B myndes, 
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myndes, as aboue ail other thingsdefire 
ro obteyne (through the grace of God) 
the glorie of paradiſe, yt euer then to 
any facred ſermon thow dideſt giue at- 
tentiue care, inſtantly then I pray thee, 
that ynto this preſent diſcourſe, thow 
wilt more then euer bee heedtul and 
attentiue, and for the timenot. to in- 
terrupt my ſpeech. And this beeing ſaid 
the Ermite began his difcours as Bllo- 
weth, 


THE DIVISION OF HIS 


NARATION». 


T He doftrine of dying Wel conteyneth three 
chapters and ripelue golden rules, 

The firſt fore, inthe firſt chapter, are cal- 
led rules of bealth , for that Whyles Wee are in 
health they teache the meanes to diſpoſe our ſel- 
wes for death. 

The other fowre are called in the ſecond 
chapter rules of infirmitie, Thich Wee ought #6 
obſerne for dying Wel, in our ficknes. 

The _ laſl are called in the third chap. 
ter rules of extremytie, becauſe Wee are by them 

hs 4 inſtrufled 


OF DYING WEL. 6 
infirufted 1» fovre principel poimtes Which Wee 
0417/4 to 0b[erue at the laſt endof our lyf,to the 
end to þaſſe ſecurely the paſſage of death. 

The firit chapter ſheweth the long 

reparation that a,man is to make du- 
ring the tyme of his health, 

Lhe ſecond chapter ſheweth the diſ- 
poſition more neerer which a man is 
to make in the ryme of licknes, 

The third conteyneth the laſt prepa- 
ration, Which a man is to make euen at 
the very end of his lyf. 


Rm rm—m—m— 
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THE FIRST CHAP- 


TER CONTEYNING RYLES 
of Feal:h, ſhelveth hat « man ought t6 
do about dymg Wel, the Whyle be 3s 1m good 
health., | 


O man ought to defer ynto the The fit 
laſt hower, toprepare himſelf to 

dy, but very behooful it is that euery 

one diſpoſe himſelf during the whole 

= of his lyf, that wel he may paſle 


© laſt paſlage of death, Therefore 
B:z then 
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then whyleſt chow arte in good health 
obſcrue and keepe theſe fower fruitful 
rules. The firſt whereof is this, bee al- 
wayes myndful of death, becaule there. 
in is conteyned a great ſecret which 
of few 1s ynderſtood,& of fewer practi. 
ſed, for that by the onlie meditation of 
death in due manner oiten vied, ſuffi. 
cient remedie is found againſt all our 
ſpiricual infirmities. And therefore Kin- 
ges,Princes, Prelates, and riche men of 
the worlde, who with all induſtrie do 
put away fro them the remembrace of 
death, do herein greatly offend, becauſe 
more then any other thing ithey ought 
to haue itin continuall cohderation,for 
that to flie the meditation and remem- 
brance of death is no other thing, then 
ro caſt away from them the.grace of 
the holie ghoſte, which bringeth often- 
times into the myndes of finners , ſuch 
feareful remembrance, to the end that 
being thereby terified, they may more 
ealclie returne to good lyfe, and attaine 
to eternal felicirie, 
And to the end that this ſo good and 
profita- 
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fitab < doctrine , may alwayes reſt 

fixed inthy mynd, I wil in few wordes 

declare ynro thee,the marueylous frui- 

res chat proceed of this continual me- 
morie 0: death, 

The tirit frute that it produceth is a The fr#t 1 
protound and cntyre humilitie : for yf fit 01.the 
chow thing often tymes on death,thow, ot death. 
dozit abate and pur downe as it were 
pertorce, all pryde arrogancie and in- 
folzac:e, & become gentle humble and 
meek. tor who 1s hee, that confide- 
ringinho,v ſhort a tyme hee is to re- 
turne to athes can wax proud? we read 


in bookes of natutal philoſophy that 
the peacock (a moite faire bird) behol- 
ding che great beaurie of his rmnng 


fethers; he reioylech greatly, ſpreading 
out his maruelous faire taile in ſigne of 
his g'adnes : bur efc-ſoones beholding 
thee foulenes of his feet, he then be- 
cometh alrogerher heauie & his pryde 
isabated, & (odainlie hee layeth downe 
his winges and tayle, and for great ſor- 
row , maketha lamentadle crie. Euen 
ſo a man made proud cither through 

| 3 his ri- 


A Drarocvse 
his riches, beautic of his budie, or by" 
glorying in his parentage, or tor ocher 
worldly cauſes exalted, yt hee ſha] con- 
fider the miſerie ofhis end, and in how 
ſhort atyme all his glorie 1s to be reſol- 
ued into ſmoke, he wilbe con(trayned 
to lay a fide all pride ot mynde, and to 
' cloath himſelte with humilitie and 
lowlines. 

To this end at the triumphant coro« 
nation of the Pope a woorthy cuſtome 
is obſcrued, that a litle rowe becing 
tyed to theend of a ſtaf it is held yp 
and (er on fyre, and beeing in ope view 
ſuddeynlieburnt,one with a loud yoice 
crieth out ſaying. Sc tranſit.gloria mundi 
Pater ſanfte, that is toſay: Euenthus (0 
holy Father) paſfeth a way tbe glorie of 
the world, And for this cs alſo a 
holy Patriarke deſyrous in that high 
dignitie. ro keep himſelfe humble and 
lowlie,ordeyned,that the makers of his 
tumbe (the worke where of he would 
ſhould continew all the time of his lyfe) 
euerie time that he was in any.great 


pompe ſhould appeare before him and 
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tel him how his crombe was ſtil in ma- 
king, and that therefore he ſhould pre- 
pare himſelf for death: and this he did 
that ſuch rememorance might alwayes 
in the middeſt of wordlie honour keep 
him humble and lowlie. 

The other merueylous profit that The ſecond 
comerh af the meditation ot death,is a _ 
ſuificier remed e againit coueteouſnes: 
for the man thac perſwadeth himſelf 
to liue cuer in this world, can neuer be 
corenc nor ſatished with heaping yp of 
riches, bur becometh wholy inſatiable: 

_ when hee remebreth that ere it be 

ng he mult leaue all things, and can- 
not carie away with him fo much as 
one halfpeny, then beginnech he to dif 
piſe ail & goodes of the world : This 
is it which S. lerome wryterth to Pauli- | 
nus,ſaying; Facile contemnit omni,qu ſem. Pilt<104+ 
per cogit at j eſſe morituru,that is:he which - 
euer hath in mynde that he ſhal dy, 
doth eaſclie contemne all things. And 
Salomon ſaith that a man liuing Jong cdevGaft.:s. 
in aboundance and glorie ofthe world, 
ought to remember the darke and ob- 

; | B 4 (cure 
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ſcurstime ofdeath, which beeing once 
come , ſhal make cuerie man know, 
how vaine and britle haue bene the 
thinges which are paſt and gon. And 
Plato highlie commending this medita« 
tion of death,ſayeth, more worthue phi- 
loſophy then this can nor bee found, 
Whoſo then defireth in ſhortrime, and 
With eaſe ro become a perfeQt philoſo- 
pher, yea a godlie man and bejoued of 
God, ler him giue himſelfe wholie ro 
thee meditation of death, and he hal 

d by ſure experience, that my wor- 
es are neyther talfe nor vaine. 

The third The third fruit of the remembrance 

_ of death 1s, that all defire of carnal luſt 

moral.cap- is theirby eaſely extinguiſhed. S.Gre- 

vie. gorie witneſleth this, where hee faith: 
Nothing auayleth ſo much to tame the 
deſires of the fleſh, then the memorie of 
death, and to think what this poor 
fleſh ſhal become, when the ſoule hath 
leftir. 

The ſaines which wear by nature 
cloathed with frayle and wanton fleſh, 
as wee are, through help of this exer- 

 Ciſe of 
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Ciſe of the mynd, did eaſe!1e ouercome 
all fleſhlie motions, as it is red of ma- 
ny, and ſpeciallie of an, Ermite who 
becing much aſlaulred with the remp=- 
tation of the fleth through an \magina- 
tion that the diuel prefenced berore 
him of ayong woman.that- was dead, 
on whome 1a the tyme of her lyf he 
' had bene enamoured, hee digged her 
+ dead body itincking and tul. of wormes 
our of her graue, and catting himl(elf 
ypon this carcas licked it with his ron+ 
gue, and ſmelling the hlchy (auour (aid 
to his fleth, go to now cruel and ynta- 
med beaſt , rake now chy til of that 
which thow haſte afteted with an vn« 
meaſurable and diflolure loue, and (o 
by this meanes hee was freed from 
this his fleſhly remptation. 

The fourth commoditie riſing of 
this conſideration is,that not only pride 
couerouſnes and leacherie are thereby, 
ouercome, but alſo euerie other {inne 
may by it bee auoyded, as the (cripture 
teſtifierh. In omnibus operibus tuis, memorare 
nouſfama tus, & in aternum non peccabis. In 
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all thy woorkes remember the end,and 
thow ſhairneuer ftnne. And to theſame 
eftet a holy Abbot ſaid : Semper memor 
efto exuus tui,C non erit delifth in anima tus, 
thac is,remember alwayes thine end, & 
their thal neuer bee ſynne 1n thy ſoule, 

But what needI to remember thee 
of the merueylous fruits of the firſt 
rule, which are almoſt innumerable?b 
this chow ſhalt caſcly get patience in all 
thy croubles: for euerie man in trouble 
is greatlie comforted, when he thin- 
keth that by death all aduerſirie is end- 
ed, and that after death great rewar- 
des are prepared for all thoſe that bee 
truely patient. By this; feare is engen- 
dred inthe foule of a reafonable crea- 
ture, which 1s the beginning ofthe a- 
mendment of lyf: for who is ſo ſence. 
leſſe,tha: conlidering wel and diligent- 
lie the circumitaces of death, doth not 
from top to toe tremble and quake: 
And yf chow wilt ſay vnto mee, I can- 
not feare death, then muſt I anſwear 
thee, that it proceedeth of theſe cauſes, 
 eyther that thow arte not a reaſonable 
creature, 
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creature , or that thow arte without 
ynderſtanding, or els that thow arr 
ignorant how to conſider and think on 
it wel. It is no finne to feare deach, 
becauſethis feare is natural, and was in 
our Sauiour Chrilte, in as much as hee 
was man, and wee fynde that the w.ſe 
and narural philoſophers bad an ap- 

rehenſfion of death: bur our of doubt, 
it ſhould bee a moſte grizuous & enor- 
mous ſinne, yt tor ſuch teare one ſhould 
deſyre to conrinew & alwayes remaine 
in chis miſerable lyfe, yea againſt God 
almightie his wil and pleaſure. And the 
feare of death in this manner, is repro- 
ued in holy ſcriptures. It is good then 
to feare death when ſuch feare induceth 
thee to the feare and loue of God : but 
itis a verie il thing to feare it when 
thow art therb diſpoſed co gaine-ſay 
the holy wil of God. I (ſpeak to thee 
of this laudable and profitable feare,and 
thereto I inuite thee, ſeeing withour it 
holy men haue not neoſted in the per- 
fection of chriſtian lyfe: I refuſe and 
greatly blame , that other — 
care 
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feare of carnal and wicked men. 

If thow take a cuſtome to remem- 
ber death in ail thyne acts and deeds, 
thow wilt become (o timerous to diſ- 
pleaſe almightie God , that thow wilc 
caitfrom thee all ſlouch and fluggiſh- 
nes, and that this is true, is. apparant, 
becauſe yt thow ſhouldeſt think that 
to morrow thow muſt needs dy, (ud- 
deynlic thow wouldeſt bee made wel 
diſpoſed to all good woorkes. Oh how 
much almes, how many prayers, how 
great contrition, and what number of 
teares ſobbes and ſighes wouldeſt thow 
make and powre out? Faſting would 
not bee hard for thee, nor to pardon 
thine enemies,nor yer to make reſtitu- 
tion of euil gotten goods. And therefore 
when thow art tempted with ſlouth, 
or that wel doing grieueth thee, rake 
this ſpur (ofthe remembrance of death) 
and therewith prick thyne afle for- 
ward, driving him on and ſaying toge- 
ther with Salomon, beſtirre thee ro Be 
good , for thow arte to go out of hand 
Where thow caſt not woork any more 
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for thy profit and commodiie. S, Gre. 


gorie ſaith, yalde ſe ſolicutar in bone opere, s,Greg; 


| ſemper cogitat de extremo fine) that js; 
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od woorks, that alwayes thinketh 
on his laſtend. And Seneca nor diſa. 

reing from this our purpoſe ſaith, no- 
thing helpeth ſo much to temperance 
all things, as the ofren thinking vpon 
death: wheerwith chow maieſt dire& 
thy whole lyfe , euen as the gouernour 
of a ſhip doth dire his veſlel, who de- 
firous to bring it wel home into the 
hauen, ſetreth himſelf at the ſterne in 
the endtherof, ſo putting thy ſelf by 
conſideration into the end of thy lyfe, 
thow ſhalt guide thy ſoule to the hauen 
of health. 

Set thy (elf then continually to con- 
ſider the end of thy lyfe, and yf their 
commeth ypon theea defire of world- 
lie riches, ſay within thy ſelf : I muſt 
dy ſhortlie, and I may dy euen this ho- 
wer, it ſtandeth mee ypon therefore to 
take heed, that for tranſitorie gayne I 


doe not loſe my ſoule and cuerlaſting 
bliſle. 
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blifſe. If thou bee tempred with am. 
bition,and worldlie glorie, run imme= 
diaciie ro the remembrance of death, & 
fay to thy defire: If I am to dy ſhort- 
Le,and paraduenture to day or to mor- 
row, What need-haue I to think how 
to make my (elf great in this world, 
Where Iam to abyde fo litle and ſhorr 
atime? So in cuerie other carnal de- 
ſfyre, and in euerie other temptation 
that may come to thee, eyther of ha- 
tred, or ofenuie,or ofpryd, or of glut- 
tonie, alwayes thow ſhalt help thy (elf 
with the remembrance of death. 

And their ſhaibe no finner fo great, 
that with this onlie remedie wel vied 
and practiſed, ſhal nor be ableto leaue 
finne , and to. do trew pennance with 
perſcueration. And note that this re- 


medie although it bee profitable to all, 


yer is it much more profitable to be- 
ginners, and to thoſe that be nouices in 
the way of our Lord, then to others 
that be wel forward or come to per- 
fetion. Therefore (as a holie father 
ſaich) for thoſe that haue gotten an ha- 
bit in 
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bitin ſfnne , and for the beginners in 
ſpiritual lyfe,the remembrice of death 
i8no leſle necefſarie and needful then 
dayle bread ynto the lyfe of the bodie: 
yea it is wrytten, that without ſuch re 
membrance hardlie any one can bee (a- 
ued, for the (cripture ſaith : without gedefatt.s 
feare no man is iuſtified, which feare 1s * 
wont to proceed of the remembrance 
of death. Seeing then that thow kno- 
weſt ſufficientlie the medecine for all 
thy ſpiritual infirmities, yf thow do 
not put it in practiſe yiing it when 
thow haſte need, the fault ſhalbe thine. 
And yf thow wilt be a diligent ob- 
ſeruer of this yniuerſal remedie, ar the 
laſt end of thy lyfe, that may be trewlie 
ſayd of the , which a biſhop called 
Theophilus » faid ypon his death bed 
ynto the abbot Arſenius. Bleſſed arr 
thow Arſenius, which haſte alwayes 
had before thine eyesthis laſt hower of 
death. | 

The Marchant hauing with much 
attenſion heeded theſe the Ermites 
woords, and not Without great c6ten- 

tation 
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tation receaued thereby the aforeſaid 
fruites, beeing filled with a kynd of (pi- 
ritual -{weetnes, hee ſaid vnro the Ere. 
mire: Father, of two thinges 1 do much 
meruaite, the firſt is , that fo few by 
th.s ſo eatie-way of the. remembrance 
of death,cudeuour themſelues co ger fo 
many marueylous ſpiritual commodi- 
ties: the (econd is, how it cometh to 
paſſe that many think and remember 
themſelues of their lyues lalt hower, & 
yer notwithſtanding do not attayne to 
one of the leaſt of theſe truits and mar- 
ueylous commodities. 

To this anſwered the olde Ermite, [I 
ſhal not be able(my ſonne)withour tea- 
res to anſwere thee , if I afloyle thy 
propounded queſtions,ſfeeing ſo great a 
multirude of chriſtians ro bee damned, 
which ſoeaſilie might ſaue themſelues, 
for I am by fraternal charitie conſtrai- 
ned to this grief and compalsion of the 
Ignorance and negligence of the world, 

To the firſt then I anſwere, that the 
world 1s ſo ful of ſo greatignorances 
and blyndnes, and the health of ſoules 

{olitle 
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OF DYING WER T3 
ſo litle or nothing cared for , that one 
ducar of gold, or one carnal conten= 
tation 1s more cſtemed then a thow- 
ſand heauens: The leaſt chovght or 
care,thar worldlings haue now adayes, 
1s of cheir ſaluation. Therefore it is nor 
to bee marueyled at that ſo few. be fa- 
ued, bur it is to bee woundered at, and 
a thing to make euerie man amaſed, 
thatin a reaſonnable humain creature 
can ra!gne (o great blyndnes and fo lir- 
le care of a thing of fo great a weight as 
his ſaluation. To the ſecond 1 (ay, the 
cauſe therof is , that they know not 
how they ſhould think on death, for 
their thoughts thereon are ſuperficial 
and ſhorr and nor yſed with due mea- 
nes: and therefore it 1s no meruayle yt 
of ſuch cogitation they carie a way lit- 
leor no fruiteatall. Few preachers of 
this ryme haue care to teach, in what 
manner a man ought fruitfullie ro me- 
ditate and think vpon his death. Some 
becauſe they neyther think vpon it 
them(clues,nor rake delvre in it,as they 
that be more ſeculer and yordlie then 
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holie and religious. Some others dif. 
dayne to handle a matter ſo baſe,ſaying 
they bethings for women and fimple 
fpikes, and therefore they goe alott by 
the toppes of trees , diſputing high 
things without fruit, and do not tee 
that the principal intent of a preacher 
ought to bee, to teach the way to (alua- 
tion, the which conſfiſteth in r1ootin 
our of yice and Pang of yerrue : _ 
to do both the one and the other him- 
ſelf. 

Nothing truely is more apt and pro- 
fitable thanthe continual remembrace 
of death , and the meditation therof 
vied and practiſed as it ought to be. By 
this meane all wyſe men haue come to 
be good Chriſtians. And all Catholyke 
Doctors with all their learning , haue 
notfound a better way to ſhonne ſinne 
and follow yertue, then the remem. 
brance of death. Wyſe Salomon, di- 
uyne Plato, moral Seneca, yeaand all 
our holy men of tyme paſt,as wel lear- 
ned as vnlearned , haue of one accord 
cofirmed & approucd this our doqtrine 
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of death both with woords and deeds, 
Onlie the miſcrable and 11] Chriſtians 
be choſe, that make therar a icait, and 
mock and ſcorne it , bur in the end 
they wil fynde themſelues mocked and 
deceaued. 
Then ſaid the Marchant, let ys ler 
others go at their peril, that wil not 
ſeek to bee (aued, and let ys attend ro 
our owne fſaluation ; whereſore with 
great defire I look that you youchſafe 
roinſtruct mee, in what manner the 
remembrace ofdeath ought to be vſed, 
that 3t may bring fourth the fruits a- 
boue rehearſed. 'T he Ermite anſwered, 
yf1 yeild ro thy defize, I doubt I ſhalbe 
to long, yet conlidering that moderate 
length 1n a doctrine profitable and ne- 
ceſfarie is notreprehenſible, eſpcciallie 
when the hearer is wel diſpoſed, it ſhal 
not be grieuous ynro me in the firſt 
rule to lengthen my {peach more then 
I thought, for thy greater profit and Threemea- 
better contentation. Marke then that the remear- 
bythree meanes a man may haue thee Ji20ee of 
remembrance of death , the which ſhal proc. 
C 2 bring 
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bring thee to taſte thereof in ſuch wiſe, 
that exerciſing thy (elf in them , thow 
m reap the fruites before mentio< 
ned. 

The firſt meane is , willinglie to 
heare ſpeaking and preaching of the 
terrible conditions & paynes of death, 
and willinglie to read ſpiritual books, 
where that matter is hadled, and where 
the ſtories andexamples bee written of 
many perſons, which by teare of death 
haue bene conuerted, For ſuch exam« 
ples help much, and not a licle moue 
ſinners to repentance. 


Theſeeond The ſecond meane much more ef- 


feualthen the firſt, is willinglie and 
oftentimes tp go to ſee men when they 
be in the agpnie of death, and whe they 
afſe our of this lyfe, and when they be 
orne yntÞþ their graues: and beſyde 
ro accuſtome to viſit Churche-yeards 
and monuments and ſcpulchres of the 
dead. | 
Oh how profitable is ſuch an exer- 
Ciſe as his, yf it bee vſed with a deep 
anddi creet colideration: where-vpon 
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the wiſe man ſaith: it is betterto go in- Ecd.cap.7. 
to the hovyſe of mourning, then to the 
howle of feaſting. Wheare the dead bee 
lamented, there occaſion is geuen ys 
to remember our ſeluesof the end of all 
men. 

And the better ro printthis remem- gehotding 
brace in chemſelues, ſome haue raken a cauieth re- 
dead mannes head, and keprtit in a (e- —— 
cretplace, and certaine tymes in the 
week (et it before their eyes, and yerie 
wel and diligentlie conſidered it, and 
by way of imagination kept long talk 
with it, and this not euerie day but 
once or twiſe a week, becauſe it ſo mo- 
ueth, more our affection, then it would 
do yf euerie day wee ſhould ſee the- 
ſame: for by long cuſtome'being once 
made familiar ynto ys, it would moue 
vsnothing ar all. 

A great {inner that ſome tyme vſed 
theſame ,” aſked diuers queſtions of a 
dead mannes ſkul which he kept, as 
thus, tel me yfirpleaſe the (o lothſome 
and deformed head, whoſe head haſte 
thow bene and what cauſe hath made 
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thee (o vglie?where bee thy tine yealow 
heares? where 1s thy faire white fore- 
head? where is thy cleare ſhyning eyes? 
where 1s thy tongue that ſo wet could 
ſpeak? where be all the liuclie {ences of 
thy bodie? where is thy face fo good:ie 
and (o faire? where is thy trim deiicats 
kin and fleſh? Thow arte now wichour 
a noſe, withouteyes, Wichourt eares, 
thow halite not ſo much as one haire 
left ypon thy head. : what raſor hath 
bene {o cruel that it hath ſhauen away 
all rhy haire and ficſh; euen to rhe yery 
bone? who hath taken away thy beau- 
tie? who hath made thes fo monſtrous Þ 
and 1] tauoured? whereof cometh fo 
great deformitie? Thow arte to vs that 
be liuing fo horrible and vglie to be- 
hold, that thow purteſt cuzrie one in 
tcare. 

The head with lamenting voyce & 
wayling woordes he imagined to an- 
(were him thus, I was the head of a 
youngman,beaurtyful,rich and mighrie, 
which in the ſhort tyme of my flouriſh. 
ing youth gaue my (elfe wholie to = 
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nal luſt and wordlic pleaſures. I took 
no heed of my fathers admonictions, 
gollie talk [ ycterlie difpiſed, mocking 
lmy'e and deuout people : and belee- 
uing char { ſhou'd haue bene a log tyme 
happie .n the world, I neuer thoughe 
ypon death 1 wasalrtogether drowned 
In worldliedelires, and (o liuing in io- 
lity , tinging,dauncing and laughing, L 
was (udainiy aſſaulted, with a fudain & 
deadiie diſeaſe , in which (ceing my 
ſelf in (o ſhorta tyme depriued of all 
my ioy, and in a manner deſperate þe- 
cauic I had neuer done good workes, 
I began with my (felt not without 
' fore grones and deep fighes to conſider 
myne etate , ſaying : alas vnhappie 
that I am, I ſee my lelte depriued of all 
thinges that did delight mee : o poor 
yongman Whereto am I now brought? 
I mult leaue the world that I did loue 
ſo much : alas what helpeth me now 
my vading goodlie beaurie, in this mi- 
ſerable ſtate ? o cruel death , how bit- 
ter is the remembrance of thee to 2 
meric harte, which hath alwayes flou- 
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riſhed in delightful pleaſures? o how 
horrible is thy preſence ro a youngman 
healthful, luſtie and beautetui,8& io him 
that takerth delight onelic in worldhe 
pleaſures and proſperities : I ſee thow 
comeſt to meelyke a traytor, with de- 
ceytes, laying wayt for my lyf, 1 feel 
thow bynd-it mee hand and toot, and 
by thy cruel forces ſuddaynlie bound' 
and taken, I ſce I am drawne as a 
thief, and malefattor to the miſerable 
puniſhment of myne end : ſeeking ayd 
in.fo great ſorrow and-payne | tinde 
no help nor ſuccour, neyther of riches, 
nor of freinds,nor yet of kynsfolkes, & 
why?the hower appoynted of God is 
comme, I muſt needs go, and I know 
noc whether, I depart trom this world 
that I loue ſo wel, leaue all my world- 
lie-goodes, and my, worldlie felicirie 
greatly againſt my wil: and ſo weeping 
and howling without hope of Gods 
help, I was of cruel death prevented 
and in a moment loſt all my proſperi- 
tie, the wreched foule was aſsigned ro 
the everlaſting paynes of he], and my 
corrup- 
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corruptible bod.e loſt all his beautie, 
and became lothſome and itinking, & 
the food of wormes, 

This finner with this head made 
many other Jong diſcourſes , and had 
many imagined ſpeaches, ful of com- 
punction and yerie profitable ro him 
that defireth to dy wel, the which did 
in ſuch wiſe imprint in his mynd the 
remembrance of death, asthereby hee 
profited greatly in the way of ſaluation, 
tor he thought, that all the miſeries a- 
boue mentioned hee might proue in 
himſelf, yf hee ſhould nor againſt the 
nower of death be wel prepared. 

Burt to be ſhorr, I leaue this ſecond 
mnean,and come to the third, the which 
s yer of much more effect, then eyther 
he firſt or the ſecond. The reaſon 
whereof may ealilie be comprehended, 
or inthe firſt the miſerable paines and 
anguiſhes of death are heard with the 
eares, in the ſecond they be as it weer 
ſeene with the eyes, but in the third 
wee fee] them in our ſelues. The hea- 
ring ſurely doth moue much,the gw 
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doth yet moue more, bur the feeling 
farre more moueth then cicher of 
the other. Yt then the firſt and ſecond 
mean to meditate ypon death do not 
moue thee , take the third; which is 
pradt'ſed in this manner, Imagine with 
all the forces ot thy mynd, that thow 
art preſentiie in that Jaſt ficknes , in 
which thow ſhalt be compelled topaſle 
from this lyte to another, and hw 
ſhalc transforme into thee all thoſe ac- 
cidents, which in that hower may hap- 
pen thee , and make them wich chy 
mynde preſent yato thee, incentiuelie 
conſidering all the anguiſhes , ſorro- 
wes and paynes of that heauie & dole- 
ful ryme , as though now preſentlie 
thow weareſt in the verie agonie of 
death, and think thereon not as it ſhal 
come, but as yf euen now at this in- 
ſtant thow dideſt feel in thy ſelf the 
yerie paynes and agonie thereof : with 
thy thought then and with thyne 1ma- 
gination,thow (halr ſuppoſe that thow 
art in thy bed, forſaken of the phiſiti6s, 
as one withour all hope of recouering 
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bodilie hcaith, when thy rogue faylerit 
thee, the (cnces of thy bodie ceale to 
do their woonred otiices, thow ſeeiit no 
more, nor more ſhat cuer (ee in this 
lyfe, thow ſpeakeit not, nor euer ſhalt 
in this world ſpeak more , eyther wel 
or il, chow heareſt no more, thow ea- 
teſt no more, thy pulle is (carſche ro be 
perceyued,thy bodie in all partes yexed 
with payne forſaketh thee, thy mem- 
bers moue no more, thow lielt in thy 
bed hike an image of wood or ſtone, 
thow (weareſt from top to roe for ex- 
fream payne and torment, their doth 
remaine in thee bur a litle breath, and 
in this manner, ſorrowing, gaping, for 
breath and [triuing with death , rhow 
lyeſt for alitie ryme in (ſuch horrible & 
rercible paynes, both of mynde and of 
bodie,as in this lyfe thow neuer didelt 
feel (o bitter grietes, The (ynful ſoule 
ſeing herſelf forſaken and abandoned 
of the bodie, whome ſhe loued (o deer- 
lye, with deep fighes (her eſtate rho. 
rowlie weyghed)knoweth ſhe can haue 
nzyther ſuccour nor help of the world 
inthis 
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in this her extream need : and therfore 
on her owne part willing to comfort 
and helpe her icif, beginneth co think 
on her workes,yfyetin them ſhe might 
finde ſome refuge: but not able ro tinde 
in her (elif any ocher Workes then 
weightie and wicked vices, ſhe makerh 
far greater ſorrow then before. Yer 
ſearching yf on any (yde ſhe might finde 
refreſhing in this her hard and bitter 
caſe, ſhe then with wayling tournech 
her to the mercie of God, but therc- 
withal knowing this her conuerſion ro 
riſe of ſeruile feare ſeeith her ſelf not in 
this laſt hower woorthie of mercie,bur 
rather of ali rigour of juſtice, foorth- 
with is wholy cotounded,not knowin 

how roeſcape this horrible and feare- 
ful iudgement of the moſte great & iuſt 
wdge,before whome the poore and yn- 
happy ſoule is now to bee called to ap- 
peere in indgemer, & to render a gene- 
ral accomprt of all her actios eue ro the 
leaſt thought; then the ſorrowfull ſoule 
ſeeing her ſelf in ſo great extremitie, 
and not able to ſatisfie {o great a judge: 
becauſe 
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becauſe ſo1trair an accompr 1s demai- 
ded of her,as of ali her woridlie goods, 
of her world/ic honours, of the mem- 
bers of her bodie, and ot their powers, 
and how ſhe hath vſed them ro the ho- 
nour of her crearour,and the miſerable 
ſoule not knowing, what ro anſweare, 


the eyes of her ynderitanding beeing 


opened, ſhe knoweth that ſhe 15 not of 
her (elf by the giltinefle ot her owne c6- 
ſciece woorthie of glorie but deſcruerh 
payne, and therefore ytterly deſperate, 
ſeeing the can tyndeno relieftoecaſe her 
vnſhunnabie payn, bur rather the en- 
creaſe,theref leeing the diuels appeare 
before her with moſte foule and vglie 
ſhapes,like ficrs lyons watching to de- 
uour her , the then more vnhappie 
than any other creature, in that inſtant 
feelech ſuch bitter grief and ſorrow, 
that ſhe is forced for yvehemencie of her 
vnſpeakable paſsions , ro forſake for 
euer her miſerable and contemprible 


bodie. Ando ſuddaynlie taken by thoſe 


cruel fiendes of hel, ſhe is with ſuch 
griefas carinot bee yttered bound and 
brought 
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brought againſt her wil,to that ynhap= 

ze and forrowful countrie, where 
L_ caſt in burning fre ſhe their re- 
mayneth in cuerlaſting wo and payne: 
and the dead carkas now become car- 
rion, and all foule and ſtinking, with a 
litle ſound of belles, and with weeping 
teares of kinsfolkes is brought ynto the 
graue,whereafter itis put in the groiud, 
it is (oone deuoured of wormes, & tur- 
ned into earth and aſhes. And then is 
verified , the ſaying of Dauid in the 
Plalme, Perye memoria eins cum ſonitn , Or 
inſius in eternum permanet, that is: his me- 
morie hath periſhed with the ſound, 8 
the juſt abydeth for cuer, and thus is 
the end of this worldes pomp and 
glorie. 

Of hawy grgat effect the remembrice 
of death may bee, 1s ſhewed by many 
examples , and chiefly by that which 
lohn Clymacus recyteth of a moſte 
negligent and keycold religious man, 
who iakenfwith a grieuous ficknes, was 
within a while rapt in ſpirit, and when 
his ſoule was (as it weer) cleane (ſepa- 
rated 
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OF DYING WEL, 20 
rated from the bodie, hee ſaw the iuſt 
judgmentsof God, & afterward beeing 
returned to himſelt, by & by he deſpat- 
ched away all thoſe that then wear 
with him 1n his (el, and their. ſhut him- 
ſelf vp, and lived with bread and wa- 
ter X13. Yeares, neuer {peaking to any 

erſon {ſo much as one woord, yntiil 
= was neer vnto death, that then the 
other monkes deſirous to receaue of 
him (ome good inſtructions did break 
open his chamber door and entred in 
ynto him,and prayed him that it might 
not bee grieuous ynto him, in this his 
laſt hower,to ſpeak in the way of cha- 
ritie, for the edification of others, and 
diſcloſe vnto them in what manner (o 
ſudaynlic from ſo great negligence, hee 
was come to {o great pertection, who 
after much intreatie, made them this 
anſwere: pardon mee yt do not vie 
many words, and aflure yqur felues, 
none can cuer {:nne grieuouſiy which 
haue the true feeling of the remebrance 
of death. The monkes buried him 
with great deuotion, bur the next day 
following 
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following, when his bones were ſought 
. by ſuch. as detired ro reverence them, 


they wear not found, Whereby they 
knew how much the feeling in deed of 
the remembrance of death doth pleaſe 
God, and what effe it woorkerh, and 
how expedient iris for them that de- 
fire ro bzcome good : fince that in one 
moment zt can make cuen thoſe that 
bee verie negligent, zealoully diſpoſed 
and moſt feruenc to euerie good woork, 
And now fceing that with more pro- 


'Iixitic then I ment I haue handled this 


firſt rule, the more ro ſhew the vrilitie 
thereof, the ſhorter wil I now enforce 
my ſelf ro be in che rules following. 


H x ſecond principal rule of the 

axre to dy _ confiiterh in diſpo- 
ſcing of a mannes laſt wil and teſta- 
ment, for a wyſeman ought not to dy 
without making his teſtament. And 
although hee bee willing ro make it, 
= ought hee not to deferre it ro the 
aſt extremitic. Therefore ſaid Iacob 
to Laban,luſium eſt, vt al:quando domw met 
diſponam: 
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diſpmamn, that is to lay : It is meet, that 
without any more adoe I diſpole 'of 
my howſe; And Eſay ſaid to Ezechias 


bing of Ludea: Deſpone. down ths , quiz, Regum2e, | 


merierw & nd viues, thatis: ſer thy howſe 
if order;;-for thow ſhalt die, and not 
live. : Hee thatat the beginning of his 
ficknes maketh his reſtament, may the 
berter prouyde for himſelf and his kin- 
red, becaule he raketh the fitter opor- 
tunitie tv do it with greater forefighe 
and judgement, and is more readdie af- 
"rar, at the point of death to attend 
to the health of his (aule. . 

_- The gdivel dorh his endeuour to make 
thee defer che making ofthy teſtament, 


I to the intet chat after when thow ſhalc 


be gricued with thy ficknes , chow 
mayeſt alſo be troubled with thy chil- 
dren and kinred , who all ſeek their 
ownecommodirie and litle care for thy 
foules health. Therefore yf thow bee 
wyſe, thow wilt make thy _ 
ſo ſoone as thow canſt: and to the end 
thow mayeſt make ir as it behoueth & 
with the more commoditie I wil teach 
D thee 
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thee certaine ſecrets concerning the- 
ſame. 
Firſt then I muſt put thee in remem- 
brance that thow do not tomuch rruſte 
vato freindes or kinsfolkes, when they 
promiſſe thee to do good for thy ſoule 
after thy dgath, for yf in thy lyf-tyme 
thow. wilt bee negligent to procure 
help and neceſſary prayers for thy (elf, 
far more negligent wil they bee when 
thow arte gone. This is'(@ glaynlie 
ſeene eucric day by manifeſt experiece, 
that it would ſeeme a thing vtterly 
needles to go about to proue it, 
Secondlie I am to aduertiſe thee. that 
thow caſt not make re legacies which 
can bee more profitable for thy ſoule, 
then legacies to haue maſles ſayd for 
thee, the which is proued by all the di- 
uines, & chiefly by Gabriel Beele ypon 
the canon of the Mafle, and by the An- 


gelical Door S, Thomas Aquinas yp6/ 


the fourth of the ſentences. Who af- 
firmethe Maſle to bee alwayes auayle- 
able to the ſoules that are in purgatorie, 
yea although the prieſt which ſaid ie 
were 
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OF DYING WEL, 22 
were 'in deadlie finne, becauſe he as 
the miniſter , ſayeth it in the perſon of 
the Churche militant,which is cuer ac- 
ceptable ynro God. Nis 
Thirdlie Laduiſe thee, that thow or- 
deyne and appoynt thy legacies in ſuch 
wyle, as without delay ater thow be 
dead ;;: they may bee performed and thy 
wil executed , 'a(wel for the maſles, as 
for the almes which thow ſhalc leaue 
to be beſtowed. For (as Iohn Gerſon 
ſayth) far betrerir is tro haue them. ſaid 
out of hand,then torarie diuers yeates, 
becauſe the ſooner they be (aid, -the 
ſooner the ſoules be delivered out of 
the paynes of purgatorie, 

Fourthlie I muſtpur thee in mynde 
to conteſle thy ſelf, and tro communi- 
care before thow make thy teſtament, 
For when thereby thow art the more 
in the fauour of God, legacies of almes 
& maſſes do far more auaile thee, then 
yf thow weert out of the ſtate of grace, 
This is grounded vpon the doctrine 
of S. Thomas in the fourth of the ſen- 
rences, Where hee ſaith, the ſatisfaction 

D 2 inioyned 
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inioqned of the confeflor made when 
thow art indeadly finne doth notrake 
away the payne ofthe ſinne remitred: 
although the opinion of Scotus, which 
holdeth the contrarie, bee more fauo. 
rable, but yet in our caſe I iudge that of 
S. Thomas to be the more ſure. 

Laſtly there is come to my mynde 
an other thing to remember thee of, 
which I heard of that noble capitains 
Bartholomew of Bergamo, which is 
that yfthow wilt make afingular good 
teſtament and aperfe& preparation, to 
dy wel; then beare thy (elt alwayes in 
ſuch ſorte whileſt thovv art aliue, and 
letthy wordes bee fo charitable dire& 
andcleere cocerning thy laſt wil in thy 
lyfe tyme, that after thy death no man 
may haue iuſt cauſe to complayne of 
thee. Yf thow arte a fecular man in 
thus doing thow fhaltleaue thy he 
in peace withour ſtryf, which is the beſt 
inheritance that thow maiſt leaue ynto 
them, & moreouer thow doeſt therein 
the better prouyde for thy faluation & 
theirs, and therefore thow oughteſt in 
any 
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any caſe to obſerue this good 8& profita- 
ble lefs0 in the making of thy teſtamet. 

Bur yfthow bee a ſpiritual man-not 
hauing worldlie goods to diſtribute, 
thow mayeſt make a ſpiritual teſtamer, 
after the example of many ſainRes, 
which haue ſpoken in their teflaments 
not of wordlie wealth & earthlie poſ- 
ſelsions, bur of ſpiritual and heauenly 
thinges, 
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5 # H = third rule of the arte to dy Thethind 
wel, which is to bee practiſed in *%- 
health, is daylie prayer, to obtayne at 
Gods hides a good and Jaudable death. 
For as without God his grace no man 
ca do anygood or meritorious woork, 
nor thiwk my good thought ſo a good 
death without his = wee can in no 
wyle look for. Therefore wee ought 
euerie' day to pray vnto God, that he 
wil for his infinite goodnes graunt vs a 
good and happic end. Inobl(eruing the 
cuſtome ſo to pray , S. Auguſtine, and 
$. Cathermie of Siena were wont to ſay 
this verſe of the Palme, which is verie 

D 3 fit for 
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fit for the purpole. 1lumina eculos meer, 
| pe vnquam obdormiam in morte ne quando ti 
(at inimicus mew , preudlui aduerſus um. 
Thatis, wp myneeyes thar I ſleep 
notin death, leaſt that ar any tyme my 
enemy ſay 1 haue preuailed againſt 
him. And yf thow canit ſay none other, 
atleaſt thow ſhalt ſay a Pater noſter and 
Aue Maria deuoutly euerie day; with this 
intetio'thar God wil geue thee grace to 
dy lyke a true chriſtian. And although it 
be a thing very coueniet for the obtay- 
ning of ſuch fingular grace to haue re- 
courſe to the glorious mother of God, 
as alſo to the apoſtles, martirs,cofeflors, 
virgins 8& other (aintes in heaue:yetne- 
uertheleſſe thow oughteſt particular! 
to invocate the ayd of thy, goodang 
who far ſomuch as hee hath'a particu. 
Jar care ouer thee, wil not faile in that 
ſo dangerous and perillous an howre 
ro afaif thee with a finguler and (pe- 
cial help. Some bee accuſtomed to ſay 
this prayer. - 0 Damme Teſu Chriſte depre- 
c0r.1e propter illam amaritudinewis quam 
14 miſeropeccatore ſuſtinuiſli in cxuce,maxime 
Ks quandl 
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quande nobiliftma anima tvs egreſſs eft de 
corpore tKo,mſerere anime mee in egreſſu ſuo, 
Amen. Thartis: O Lord Ileſu Chriſte, I 
beſeech thee for that bitternes , which 
for mee wretched finner thaw didſt 
endure on the croſle, eſpetialy when 
thy moſte noble ſoule went foorth of 
thy body , haue mercy vpon my ſoule 
when it ſhal departe out of my body... A 
chanon reguler of the order of S. Au- 
ſtyne, after his death appearing to a 
treind of his, told him, that by meanes 
of this prayer, which bee had ordinarily 
in his lyfe ryme (aid euery day, there 
was graunted ynto him a yerie good 
bappie and quiet death. Yf chow halt 
then daylie vyſe ſo tro recommend thy 
ſelf ro God, to the ſaints and angels, 
thow mayeſt hope neuer to be abando- 
ned of them in that caſe. And although 
in time of peſtilence or of war, thow 
fynde thy elf depriued of all man- 
nes help, do not doubt: For in that 
hower thy good angel and the (ain&s 
wil-not fayle of their deſired helpe in 
+ D 4 due 
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due tymi, as it'is knowne to haue hap- 
pened to-many that truſted. in thewr 
ayd. 4k « 


The fourth H x fourth rule, which ought to 
laſt rule. 3 be obſerued in health is called 
morrtification, The deuout men that 
haue treated of this doctrine ,  wryre, 
that a man ought euerie day ro dy, that 
is:to ſay, to mortific his proper paſsions 
& {ences,as for example,one doth abuſe 
thee in wordes, thy paſsion would an- 
ſwere him,and thow wouldeſtnor (uf- 
fer him to tread thee (as it weer) vnder 
his-feer , but thereby thow ſhouideſt 
ſhew thy ſelfnotto haue morcifyed thy 
affections, whereas holding thy-peace 
and: mortifiyng rhat violent motion, 
thow ſhouldeſt ſhew thy ſelfe ro bee 
dead to the world, and that thy reaſon 


comaundeth ouer thy inferiour affec- 
rions. 

When thyne eye would (ce and be- 
hold a beautiful creature, yfthow re- 
ftraine thy defire, thow ſhalt morrifie 
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OT DYING WEL, 25 
it, butyf chow ſuffer thy (lb ro be ca. 
ried away by ſen(ualitie, thencaſt thow 
not be:cailed dead. vnro- the. world but 
al-ue. 'Therefore it 15 ſaid of holy menz 
that yf chow. delire to dy a trew chri- 
ſtian, and at the end of thy lyfe roenioy 
eueriaſting  blifle, ir behouerch thee 
euerie day whileſt rhow liueſt many 
times tody. And thus oftentymes dy- 
ing ſpiritually , chow ſhait learne the 
arte to dy wel, and fafelie and withour 
feare come to the end of thy Iyfe, with 
pood preparation, and their ſhalbe.ye- 
rified in thee the ſaying of bleſſed S. 
Gregorie the great, when hee ſaid: New 
numeba facere, quod ſe nenerit bene didiciſſe, 
thatisto ſay: hee ſhal nor feare rodoe 
that , which hee knowerh himſelf ro 
haue learned wel to do. TI 
: :And thus haſte thow (omwhart vn- 
derſtood, how thow oughreſt to pre 
are thy (elf for death in ryme of 
airh, which is practiſed beforehand, 
andinit confiſteth fowre rules or prin- 
cipal points, the firſt is called the u&+ 
-=embrance- of death, the ſecond, the 
D 5 making 
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making , of thy teſtament : the third 
prayer: the fourth, morrification. 
And now come wee to the ſecond 

arte where wee ſhal ſpeak more 
briefly of the preparation a man ought 
ro make; when hee beginneth to 
fick, and it conteyneth fowre other 
principal rules. 


————_—E eo men o———— — — — — 


THE SECOND CHAPTER 
Wherein is principally treated of the prepa« 
ration Which 4 man ongbt to make in the 


begining of ſicknes , and conteyneth ſowre 
principal rules. 


| The £:ft + # H = firſtrule is, that when thow 
rule. 


feeleſt thy ſelfe depriuedof health, 
thow do think by and by,thatalmightie 
God, who is the chief goodnes, is hee 
that ſendeth thee this ficknes for the 
greater weal of thy ſoule, and to the 
end that thow ſhouldeſt leaue thy euil 
lyf: or els yfalreadie thow haeſt amen- 
d thy euil lyfe, that then thow mayeſt 
bee =_— in good lyfe with greater 
perteRtion, The wyſeman yd: Info. 
M114 
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mitas grauis ſobriam facit animam , that is 
to ſay : A grieuous licknes makerh the 
foule ſober. And Dauid faith : Malriph- 
care ſunt infirmuates eorum, poſiea accelera- * 
werunt; that is, Their infirmities weare 
multiplied , and afterward they made 
haſte : Therefore chis ticknes withour 
doubt being ſent thee of God for th 

profit, thow ougheſ} to receyue wich 
great patience, and thank him for his 


giftes. For although theſe ſtrypes and 


tatherlie corrections atflit and greeue 
the bodie, yer they cure the ſoule: and 
of this thy prayſe-woorthie patience, 
many good fruites ſhal follow. Firſt 
thow ſhalt greatly merir in the fight of 
God,being.conformable to his iutt and 
holie wil and pleaſure, and it ſhalbe a 
ſarisfacis for thy ſinnes: and the more, 
in that thow ſhalt the more. tafilie ſuf- 
fer the ſicknes it ſelf, and (o yf God 
wil that thow amed,thow ſhalr ſooner 
bee deliuered. Whereas on the contra- 
rie part,yf thow ſhouldeſt bee impariet, 
thow ſhouldeſt ſynne, and thy ficknes 
ſhouldbee prolonged, and peraduen- 
rure 
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ture alſo encreaſed: and thow weake« 
ned by thyne impatience,ſhouldeſt then 
with more ——_ beare euerise litle 
ayne or grief. To this purpoſe S. Aus 
vob God: Ss Dewm dibge ee fonk Dew 
dibegis, that is: Yfthow loue God, thow 

loueſt that which God doeth. 
S. Hierome ſaith , Qui cum dolore 


| Erin ſuſcipit , ſignam eſt quod Denm 


ufficienter dilrgit, char is to ſay : It is 2 
figne hee doth nor loue God with all 
his hart as hee ought to do , which re- 
ceyueth ficknes with greefof mynde. 


The facond T H 8 ſecod rule of preparatis, that 
male 


ought to be made in ficknes is, ſo 
ſoone as thow perceyuelt thy ſelf to bee 
fick,that thowrthink thow mayeſt dy of 
this diſeaſe, and that thow therefore 
doe diſpoſe thy ſelfe to receyue the (a- 
craments of holy Churche, as yf thow 
wert ſure thow ſhouldeſt then dy in 
deed. In this caſe the deuil is wont to 
lay many ſtoppes to let a man to doe ſo 
great good. - Firſt hee purrerh in his 
mynde that hee ſhal not dy of that fick- 
Ac5, 
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nes, and that: their is no peril at all. 
After thathee procureth the phiſition 
to giue him too much hope of lyfe, and 
lykewyſe all them of the hawſe. And 
his freindes and kinsfolkes to commforte 
him,ſaying, Sir bee of good cheere, for 
ye ſhal amend yerie ſhortlie. And yfany 
religious man come to viſir. him, they 
warne him or te] him,that for nothing 
in the world heput any feare in him, 
or tel him that hee is in peri} 1o dy. All 
theſe bee woorkings of our ghoſtelic 
enemie. Therefore a wyſeman lo ſoone 
25 hee feeleth himſelf fick, faith, I wil 
confeſſe my ſelf and receyue the bleſ- 
ſed ſacrament, and prepare my (elf for 
death,and after let God woork his holy 
wil of mee as it pleaſeth him, for that I 
am his creature, 

But note that when hee hath made 
this good determination,thedeuil doth 
not yet ceafſe to make him delay ſo 
_ deed, and beginneth to mous 

is wyf (yf hee bee maried) and his 
kinsfolkes to leaue them ſome of his 
worldlie ſubſtance , and they talk to 
him of 
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him of many hard thinges , and all 
worldlie. In the meane while the ſick- 
nes- encteaſeth and the fickman faith 
diſpatche theſe buſineſſes, I wil in any 
wyle bee confeſſed. In ſuche caſe I 
would aduyſe thee to haue aneye to the 
principal, which is the health of th 

foulec, for the malice of the deuil layeth 
many ſnares to catche thee. Say not I 
wil (irſt diſpatche my worldlie buſines 
and thenconfeſle mee, becauſe it is the 
deuil that maketh thee to ſpeak fo: but 
ſay I wil firſt confeſſe me and prepars 
for my ſoule, and after I wil diſpoſe 
theſe other things ofthe world,becauſe 


this buſines of the ſoule dorh (to ſay the 
truth) m_—_— mee much more then a 


thowſland worldes. And doubt not 
when thow ſhalt be confefſed thow 
ſhalr haue in thee the grace of Cod, and 
bee better able then, to diſpoſe of thy 
worldlie things with more 1udgement 
and better meanes. 

Now marke wel my ſonne, for in 
this rule I wil diſcouer ynto thee ſome 
goodlic ſecreres, which commonlie are 

nor ſet 
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OF DYING WEL, 2$ 
not ſet fourth of ſome deuourt men 
which hauec entreated ofthis arte to dy 
wel. All howſhold and worldlie care: 
becing then fer a fide, L wil haue thee 
after thow haſte examined» thy con- 
ſcience, to make thy confeſsion to a 
good and learned prieſt, following the 
example of S. Auguſtine, who in his laſt 
ficknes, would haue none ro enter into 
his chamber for ſome dayes together 
yntilhe had made a diligent ſearch, & 
examination of hisconſcience, And fo 
hee had written before to a nephew of 
his,and perſwaded him, that putting a 
fde all carthlie care in his ficknes , hee 
hould tnrne himſelfe wholie to God 
almightie , with great contrition : be- 
holding the bleſſed woundes of our 
moſte mercyful redeemer, and beway- 
ling & deteſting al his faultes paſt. In this 

me, ir ſhould be verie good to (ay the 

eaue peniterial Pſalmes,as did theſame 

S. Auguſtyne,who turning his heauie & 

pale Fe to the wall where the ſeauen 

Plalmes weere written, and beeing fr6 

all other care (equeſtred, fayd t 4 
W1 


A DiarLoGvRtE. 


with great aboundance. of teares , de-| 


maunding of almightie God mercie & 
pardon tor his ſfinnes. (Fn 

Andafter fuch.a contricon and re« 
pentancefar thy finnes thow ſhalt then 
make thy.confeſs:0n with anexact exa- 
mination of thy conſcience, and after 
while thow. arr in pertet memorie 
thow: ſhaltrreceyue the bleſled, ſacra- 
ment, which is called in latyn yaticum, 
that is to ſay: 2 viage prouition, becauſe 
itis neceſſaric and needfulin the way 
by which wee haue to paſle from thi 
lyfro the next. With how great reue- 
rence and deuotion ſo greata ſacrament 


isro be receyued I wil not (for. breui- 
ties ſake) heere declare, burwil referre 
thee for this matter to the examples c 
the ſainftes, andeſpeciallyfor the paſ- 
ſage out of this lyfe to the gloriouy 
doctor S. Hierome , where thow ſhalt 
fynde with how many teares, and with 
how merueylous great conſideration 
heereceyued the bleſſed ſacrament, all 
which is wryrtren for our example. 
When now thow ſhalt be commu- 
nicated, 
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-gicated, immediatclie thow ſhalt re« 


quire; that growing woors , thow 
mayeſt haue the ſacrament of extreme 
yact:on,when it thal ſeeme good to thy 
ghoſtly father. And heer | wil tel thee, 
a goodnore, which is that yfthow take 
the ſacramer of extreme yn&is in ſuch 
manner, as I hauec initructedrhee, aid 
yf thow pray to our Lord aſwel as 
thow canſt, and oftentymes repeat thy 
mo , and perſcuer in deſire ynril 

ath,aſking of God, that tor his infinite 
mercy, ww by the verrue of this holie 
Sacrament of extreme ynction, he wil 

aunt thee plenarie rem:ſsion in this 

fe of all thy finnes, thatis to ſay, that 
when thy ſoule ſhaibe ſeperated from 
thy bodie, immidiatly without touche 
of the paynes of on gre » thow 
mayeſt flie ro the blifſe of everlaſting 
lyfe: Iobn Gerſon Chancelor of Paris, 
ind William Alriſsiodorenfis affirme 
(with whome agreeth alſo Peter de 
Palude) that in this caſe the fick dying 
with the diſpoſition and holy prepara- 
tion before mentioned, ſhalnor feel ther 


E paynes 
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paynes of purgatorie, bur ſtraight way 
ſhal aſcend ro the ererial ioyes of hea- 
uen. And it ſeemeth Caſs1obrus was 
of this opinien touching the plenary 
remiſsion1n alleaging this verſe, Diry- 
piſti Domine vincula mea, nt ſacrificabo | 6+ 
ſtiam lauds, that is: thow haſte broken 
my bandes in ſonder 01ord, to thee wil 
I yeeld the ſacrifice of prayle, which (as 
ſome hold opinis)being (aydin the end 
of a mannes lyf doth procure that his 
ſinnes be remitted, rhatis, as I expound 
it, touching the payne : for as for the 
fault; perfe& contririon ſufficeth. Be- 
hold my welbeloued ſonne how ealilie 
a Chriſtian may obtayne plenarie re- 
miſsion and ful pardon of his finnes. 
See beſydes how much it imporreth ts 
knowe this arte of dying wel, and how 
greatlie it. profiteth how to knowe to 
make preparation, with the ſacraments 
of holy Churche. And yfthow wears at 
that. point that thow couldeſt then not 
haue the ſacramets,in this caſe thy good 
deſire with the continewance of the 
ſaid prayer would ſuffice thee : And fo 
| by the 
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OF DYING. WEL, 20 
by the opinion of lohn Gerſon: a yerie 
Catholikedoor, & William Alriſsio- 
dorenſis. chow ſhouldelt hykewyſe ob- 
tayne plenarie remiſsion by the yertue 
ot rhavprayer. Yea without the ſacra- 
mencs adbuallie receyued, Therefore 
marke tis nocable ſaying, and keep. it 
in- mechovie;, and prayſe the infinite 

oodnes of -Cod, whafor lo ſhorr and. 
tew. wordes; doth' deliuer ys from the 
payne of ſo-greata fyer. e 


Hs thirdrule for theryme of fick- Thethiss 


nes is, that thow prepare thy felf *<- 

to be conftant and ftrong againſt the 
ſundrie tempratios, whearwith the de- 
uilwilcrouble thee, Wherefore itisto 
be known,according to the doctrine of 
diuynes ,.that the deuil- is more dili- 
nt in tempting atthe'tyme of death, 
Tin inche ryme of health: for he thin- 
king the diſeaſe to be morral; ſaith' to 
himſelf, yf I lofe this foule at this in- 
fant, Hoſe it for euer, wherfore I wil 
not leaueto doe whar I can to winne» 
it, And focalling to: him a mulcitude: 
E2 of de- 
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ef denils in divers manners they. pro. 
cure his damnation, laying wait.cuen 
yntil the end of his Se Firſt they 
temp him with 1mpatience wherynts 
for ſorrow and payne hee 1s much in- 
clined. Wheu they cannor: ouercome 
this way they iake an otherang rempt 
him with his owne,plealing of himſelf 
and his proper reputation, deſirous to 
perſwade him.chat hee is one of great 
perfection, and conſtant in his aduerſi- 
ties, and that hee hath done many good 
woorkes woorthy of great recapence,' 


& with this cemptation deuout men are | 


ſpeciallic vexed, and this temptation is 
much to be feared, becauſe many haue 
bene brought in -peril by it, and ma- 
ny damned, Wherefore it behoueth: 
them to haue recourſe to humilitie,and 
to conſiderour owne faultes which in 
deed be many, and roacknowledge the 
mercie and goodnes of our -Sauiour, 
from whome all goodnes proceedeth 
without any proper merit or deſeruing 
of ours, more ouer by diuers wayes an 
meanes they endcuour chemlcoes c 
| e 
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make him chink , chat hee ſhal not dy 
ot rhis infirmitic , and this rhey do to 
the end hee go not about ro prepare arid 
fortitie himieif againtt'chem, and that 
they may take him at 'ynawares., 

But yt chow wilt bee wyſe and proe 
uident, chow ſhalt prepare thy ſeite in 
euecrie lealt ficknes, as yf chow weart 
our of all doubt thow ſhouldeſt dy of 
thac diſeaſe; And yf they ſee theycane 
nor deceyue thee this way , then the 
ſet hand ro greater blowes, and wit 
faile arguments beginne to cal thee 
back from the truthe of the chriſtian 
faith. In this caſe yf thow be nor verie 
Warie, thow arr like co bee catched in 
their nerres: thereforel giue thee wat- 
ning chat chow giue not eare to their 
deceirtul arguing , nor diſpute with 
them in any wyle , becauſe fo, thow 
ſhouldeſt bee ſodeynlie bound and take. 
The beſt remedie in this ſtraight wil 
bee, with rongue & harr to ſay the arti- 
cles of our faith,that is the Creed, &X to 
confeſle thow belecueſt all that our 
holie mother the Cacholyke Churche 
E 3 belccuerh, 
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hplecueth ;and ſo.cay(e the goſpels to 
be red ynto thee, with this: temptation 
the learnedare more troubled. then the 
ynlearned, therefore it is good .to (ub- 
mit our ynderſtanding vnro..obedience 
of faith,and not to ſearch outthe truthe 
therof by-reaſon,bur with hum itie to 
referre pur ſelues to the iudgement of 
pur.:fore-fathers. and the;; Catholyke 
Churche. Yf in this tempration of in- 
fidelitic thow ſhalt make due refiſtance, 
then with their laſt batrayle they wil 
tempt thee with deſparation, perſwa- 
ding thee that in this lyfe thow haſte 
nor vſed thy (elfe in ſuch wyſe as thow 

d:({crueſt ro be (aued; and to put thee 
beſyde all hope they wil bring to thy 

memorie all thy detes and wants,and 

tel thee thy confeſsions haue not bene 

good,northy communications merito= 

rious, and that thow haſt nor done eue- 

rie thing for the loue of God, bur for 

feare of hel and for thyne owne profit. 
Thenit wilbe tymeto runnetothe in- 
finite mercie of our louing and ſweet 
lord God, and remember thy ſelf thar 
his ſonne 
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o | his ſonne tor our (aluation did become 
n | man, andas man ſuffered hunger, and 
1e | thirit,paynes,and corments,and finallie 
z= | vpon che crotle tor our ſaluation , an 
-e | opprobrious and thametul death, Thow 
ie | ſhaitaniwere then to the enemie ; it 1s 
o | true, chow doeit nor deſerue paradiſe, 
of | nor diddeit woork in all thy lyfe by - 
ce | which thow couldelt merit ſo great 
1- | biiſle, bur thy mercirul lord ts hee, char 
e, | of his intinite mercie and goocnes hath 
il | merired for thee ;' and purchaſed thee: 
2-. | paradiſe, when hee died on the croſle 
te | for chy redemption. Yt chow ſay this, 
w. | they ſhalremayne confounded like hel- 
ee | liſh bealtes, noc knowing what more 
ry | 10.do againſt thy ſa/uarion;except(God 
id | permitting ut) they appeare ynto thee in 
16 | verie horrible and feareful ſhapes, to 
>= | geue thee ſome payne and ro make thee 
e- | afeard, to the incent they may mors 
pr | cafilie take thee in their malitioustrap- 
;t, | pes » Whyleſt thy mynde is occupied 
1- | with ſuch trouble, and greef. Bur We | 
et | thow wilt runne for refuge to the help 
ar | ofour bleſſed Ladie , and of thyne an- 


Ne E 4 gel, 


X 11M 


A Dratoevs 
gel,and o: thy heau-n.ic aduocates,they 
Wil reddilic geue thee tuccour, and per- 

' aduciureapprating vnco thee in louing 
& gratious thapes, ſodeyniie from their 
prelence eucry deuilliſh viſion Wiibe 


LD 
we fourth H = fourth rule of the arte to dy 
rule. wei, that ougntro be obſerued in 


wffionotiwo or of one taichrul & wel- 
beloued companion or freind , eyther 
ſcculer or re{1zgious, whick 1 che end of 
thy lyte may be preſent with thee, and 
aſſt chee; whole office ſhalbe princi- 
pally about three things, 

The f6ritis, that hauing commirred 
the charge of thy ſoule ynto ſuch, in 
this extremitie they wil make thee 
{ome ſpiritual exhortations,comfortin 
and perſwading thee to patience an 
conſtacie, to the end rhow mayett haue 
the greater reward in heauen. for con. 

, forming thy (el*to God his holy wil & 
pleaſure, in this and euerie other af- 
gion. Alſo they ſhal exhort thee, 

that 
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OF DYING, WEL 
that ali caic and ali vuc ut tranfitors 
thanges oi ibis world (et a fas, with 
ail tiiy hart thow bee atrentyue to che 
heaich or thy toule, thanking our iord 
God cont:nuaity for his inuume: abie 
bene:res beitowed vpon chee. Secondly 
that whueſt chey alsilt thee, they co 
make thee man good and protab.e 
deinaundes, Firlt they ought to de- 


. maund, yf thow brmelie. beiceue ail 


the articies of the chriſtian faith, and 
that our holy mother the Churche be. 
leeueth and. hoideth, moreouer they 
ought ro ajke thee yt thow haue greef 
and ſorrow for all thyne offences com- 
mirted again{t God, alking pard6 with 
an humble ana concrite. hart , and yf 
thow purpole neuer to offend him 
more, & yt for his loue thow wil:ingly 
pardoneſt all thoſz: that haue offended 
thee. And they ſhai alſo pur thee in 
remembrance,that yt thow haue taken 
away the good name or the goodes of 
any perſon, that chow actuay yt ir be 
in thy power, do withour delay reſtore 
it, Andafter they ſhal exhorrt thee to 
E 5 put 
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put all thy hope and ſer all thy loue in 
our moſte mylde andlouing redeemer, 
beſeeching him with feruent deſire,that 
hee wil giue thee perfe faith, hope 
and charitie,and that for the merits of 
his holy paſsion, and for his infinite 
mercie hee wil giue thee the cuerla- 
ſting glorie of heauen. And yfthe ſick- 
man thould not to theſe demandes an- 
fwere like a good chriſtian, then his 
choſen freindes before mentioned ſhal 
with all diligence do their endeuour to 
remoue from him euerie il apprehen- 
fion and diſpoſition of ſpirit, perſwa- 
ding him with louing & (weer woor- 
des,how much ir is needful atthis tyme 
ro prepare himſelt ro receyue deuoutly 
all the ſacraments of the Churche, and 
wholic and thorowlie to do according 
to the demaundes and queſtions aboue 
ſpecified. To the office of this faithful 
and deuour freind or freinds, it ſhal alſo 
belong to prouyde that the ſick do not 
dy withour the ſacramentes, and that 
the images of the Crucifix and of our 
Ladie be their in preſence, and _— 
ore 
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Or DYING: WEL 24 
fore the-eyss of the dick: ;aiſo that their 


ry. | bee holy water, with-zbe which ler all 


the chamber and. the click. ;perſon be 
fprinckledz: becauſe it auaylerh. greatly 
againt-chepower -of thadewl,-- Allo 
t their be redthe gb@pels bf: Chriſtes 
paſcionand (pecially thardh 3, loha,or 
lome-oyher thing ot the hible., and chat 
hee be put :1n mynde of. the:faintes, and 
principallie of his adwocites andparron 
tw whome in his lyferyme hee bath-had 
particuler . and. ſpecial deuetion ,,:let 
their alſo. þe warning geuen,that in the 
chamber wheare thelick lyerh their be' 
no reaſoning of worldlie matters, nor 
lowd (ſpeaking, but onely fo much as! is 
needful for behoof of the tick, for then 
is ryme to pray, andnor to prattle: alſo, 
that none weep their, that great ſy- 
lence be kept, and that their be in 
the chamber no great multitude of per- 
ſons: they oughr alſo to prohibite thae 
the ſick perſon be nor much moleſted 
with the viſitinges of his freindes and 
kinsfolkes,and ſpeciallic when his fick- 
nes 
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'nes encreaſeth:,- and. that there is ig] * 
him no great hope of Iyfe.. 
And thusi-makean end of this fecod 
chapter, in the which I. haue declared 
the preparation called the approching, |. 
which ought to be made in tyme of 
ficknes. Andit conceynerth 4.rules: the 
firſt is called con(tancie or patience: the 
ſecond devout receyuing of the ſacra- 
menrs ofthe Ch : the third a w 
and good prouiſion againſt the deuils 
temp:ations:tche fourch a goodele&t on 
or choyſe of one or two faith/ul freinds, 
that may haue diligent care of the ſick. 
- And now in a few woordes I wil 
diſpacche the laſt preparation, decla- 
ring that which is to be done, in the 
pal ageand very laſt end of this preſent 


C_———_—_—_—_M_____DSi — A 


* <A.” wo 


OO wn ae 0% Ce. ac Ot AE A a 9 Hu 0 


THE 


CR DT DD Ce” TI 


XU} 


X UM 


© DYING WEE, 35 


THE THIRD CHAPTER, 
Wherein is declared in felv Woordes , the 
laſt prepara: ton Which bee ought to makg, 
thas is come v8to the very end of bus tyf. 


N this third chapter , wee are to 
ſpeak of the preparation , which 
ought to be made When a man is nee- 
reit the end of his lyfe, as when hee be- 
ginneth co enter into his agony and 
draweth onward to his la(t gaſpe. This 
chapter conteyneth foure ſhorr rules, 
the which after the example of our 
lord Ieſu Chriſte wee ought to obſerue 
in this laſt pafſage of our lyfe , for wee 
ought ro know, that as the lyfe of our 
Sauiour harh bene geuen ys for a rule, 
and for the inſtru@.on of our lyfe : o 
alſo his death hath bene (er before vs 
toteach ys how to dy. Therefore S. 
Cregorie faith that , Omnis Chriſli aftis 
noſira eft inſirufio , that is to ſay: all the 
ationsof Chriſt are inſtructions for vs. 
As our lyfe then ſhalbe beſt, when ir 
ſhalbe lyke to that of our redeemers, 
who was verie man, and yeric God: - 
alſo 
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alſo our dgath ſhalbe verielaudable and 
holy when ſhal haue thoſe condiciss, 
which that death of our bleſſed May. 
ſer had, who being on the haxd wood 
of the croſle neere ynto death;diligen. 
lie obſerued. fower rules before his 
bleſſed foule deparced from his facred 
bodie. © © © vas | 


H = firſt rule was,that ſpoyled & 
naked hee aſcended the holie 
croſle, forſaken almoſte of at; where 
hee would' dy poor ; reſeruing no 
worldly thing for himſelf. So wee ought 
atthe leaſt,now atthe laſt, 'after the ex- 
ample of our Sauiour ro -renvunce ef- 
fecually euerie ſuperfluous and'yayne 
ofleſvio, & all worldlie & carnal loue, 
uing that RO affeio which wee 
weere wontto beare to wyfe and chil- 
dren, careing no more neyther- for ri- 
ches nor foe onenes of the'world, to 
the end that wee bee not'troobled by 
any thing: burin this laſte petiod of our 
Iyf, to think wholy ypon' almighty 
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H xz ſecond rule obſcrued by our The fbeend 
lord on the croſle , was, that heg 
prayed for himſelf,and for his enemies; 
repeating as he prayed,vnto hisfather, 

the woordes of the-Plalme, Dew, Deus 
wmeus(reſpice in me) quare me dereliquiſtt? that 

is to ſay: O God my God (look ypon 
mee) why haſt thow forſaken mee? and 
afterward this verſe of the Pſalme : In 
m4nKs tas Domine commendo [piritum neumn, 
that is: Into thy handes a Lord, I com- 
mend my ſpirit. So ought wee to pray 
firſt for our ſelues C after for enemies, 
And at that tyme a man put in ſuch 
heauines and peril of his faluation, 
ought neuer to ceaſe tocal for help of 
our moſte mercyful lord God, and of his 
bleſſed mother , of all the Angels, Pa. 
triarches,Prophers, Martyrs, Cofeſlors, 
Virgins, and matrons, ſoliciting them 
with great grones and deep Gohes, to 
help him in this perillous battayle and 

in ſo great neceſsitie; and to inuite 
them that they youchſafe to accompa- 

nic his ſoule and guide it into the eter- 

nal tabernacles, to enioy the divine ef(- 
(ence, 
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ſence, and to re:ozce wich them ia 
euer ailing peace: 


H xz third rule obſerued of our 
redeemer lefus Chriſtez was, that 
hee with bowing ot his head, & in ſuch 
manner as hee might, rook leaue of his 
moite deer mother, and of his moſte 
harvie freindes which were their pre- 
ſ:nc abour the croſle, and recommeded 
his bleſſed mocher ro her new ſonne 
which hee gaue her. By this hee gaue 
vs example; to do the lyke,to wit, chat 
when the ſick perſon ſeerh himſelte to 
bee neer death , ir is very conuenient, 
thac hee recommend his family , as his 
wel- be!oued wyf, and his deere chil- 
dren, ro ſome freind that may coun'el 
and he'pchem After this, all his ſer- 
uants and howſhold called rogether, 
let himrake leaue of them, aſke them 
forgiuenes for the i] examoles hee hath 
geuen them, and make them ſome good 
exhortration. And yfthat hee be a fa- 
ther let him giue his facherly bleſsing 
to his derely beloued children, ſaying 
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ynto them : my children yt ye wilhs 
good, and haue the feare of God before 
your eyes, your principal and heauenly 
Facher wii neuer torlake yow. Be di- 
ligenc to keep his commaundements, 
1he bieſsing of the Father , of the 
Sonne, & vt the holy Ghoſte, & of our 
bieſſed Ladie, and of all the Saintes in 
heauen be with yow. Then takin 
euery one of them by the hand, and ki{- 
fing them, and imbracing his louing 
wyf and children hee flal ſay: O my 
deere wyt 'I pray thee honour and 
feare our Lord God aboue all thinges,l 
leaue thee theſe our children, haue dili- 
ent care of them: yntil this tyme they 
ns bene ours, now they ſhalbe thyne: 
yt thow wilt continew in good lyfe; 
thow ſhalt neuer war the help of God. 
Be of good cheer, & do not not weep, 
for our Lord wilbe with thee : Then 
ſhal hee exhort his children , that they 
be obedient to their mother, and feare 
and reuerence her as they ought, After 
this he ſhal rake leaue of them all, cau- 
F ling 
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fing them to go our of his chamber, 
that hee may remayne alone, with his 
faithful and choſen freindes which are 
to hauecare ouer him euen to the laſt 


end of his lyfe. 
H = fourth andlaſt rule obſerued 


of our Sauiour in his paſſage, was, 
thar (as S.Paule ſaith) Cum clamore valido 
& lachrymis preces offerens exauditus eft pro 
ſua reverentia, that is to ſay: offering vp 
his prayers with a loud cry and teares, 
be was heard for his reuerence ſake: 
And the text of the holy goſpel faith, 
that our lord hauing cryed with a loud 
voyce, and recomended his ſoule to his 
heauenly Father (ſaying : Father into 
thy handes I commend my fpirit) yeel- 
ded yp his ghoſte, leauing the bodie 
without the ſoule , whereypon is ga- 
thered , that onr Saviour hath done 
three things in this laſt rule. 

Firſt hee cryed with a loud yoyce: 
ſecondly hee wept: thirdly hee com- 
mended his ſoule to his Father , = 
then 
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OF DYING WEL. 38 
then his bleſſed ſoule departed from his 
precious and holy bodie, All theſe thin- 

es ought the fick man to doe, thar is 
ypon his laſt paſſage, and in the agonie 
of death. So that atrer he hath cauſed his 
parents and frendes to retyre; hauing 
taken his leaue ofthem, hee ſhal firit 
think ypon the ſtate of his conſcience, 
and then call vpon almighty God, nor 
with a loud yoyce, but wok deep and 
rofound ſighes from the bortome of 
bis hart, crauing pardon with moſte 
ſorrowful teares and intyre contrition, 
of his creator, for all his ſinnes and of- 
fences comitted againſt his diuyne ma- 
jeſty, ler him repent himſelf of euerie 
ſinne he hath comitted, and with ſo- 
rowful hart aſke mercie of almightie 
God for ecuerie (mal negligence, bit- 
terly alſo lamenting for cuertelitle loſſe 
of tyme, and requiring helpe of our 
bleſſed Ladie and all the faintes: often- 
tymes let him ſay. In manus tus Domine 
commends (iritum meum, that is : into thy 
handes o Lord, I commend my ſpiric, 
F 2 The 
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The which woordes the deuynes think 
to be of verie great vertue: Ando by 
mecanes of thea(e preparations , beeing 
filled with good and ho:y delires,thow 
ſhalr come to a happy paſlage of death, 
and finally reder thy body to the earth, 
and thy foule to thy creator with 
whomethow ſhalr liue eternally. 

When the young Merchar had heard 
all theſe rules, hce taid tothe Ermyrte. I 
cannot exprefle with my tongue how 
much your profitable wordes haue bene 
acceptable vnto mee. Surelie ye haue 
made me know thinges which I ſhal 
neuer forget, yea more then that, I ſhal 
endeuour my ſelf through the grace 
of God, with all poſsible diligence ro 
put in practiſe and execution all theaſe 
12. golden rules of the arte rody wel, 
which ye haue declared vnto mee in 
the precedent chapters. 

Bur I beſcech yow ſeeing wee be in 
this talk of death, thar ye wil anſwere 
to certayne doubres of myne, according 
to your learning & the opinion ofthe 
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OF DYING WEL. 39 
cred diuynes, and as ye ſhalbe illumi- 
ned by the holy Gholite. The Ermite 
an{wered that hee was verie wel con- 
tenced, ſo that hee did nor ſeek ro know 
them ot a vaine curiohtic, The Mer- 
chant ſaid: I delire to be reſolued of 
cercayne doubtes, of which the reſolu- 
tions and declaracions ſhalbe to all men 
profitable and plealing, for their are 
none which ought not to delyre and 
ynderſtand ſuch doctrine, becauſe death 
is common toal!, and therefore ought 
euerie one willingly to talk andrealon 
there of, : 

The Ermite then ſaid,my ſonne it is 
conuenient wee {it downe, becauſe my 
prear age requireth ſome reſt, as alſo 

ecauſe when wee fit and repoſe our 
ſelyes, the ſpirits wiibe better diſpoſed 
to conceyue and more apt to ynderſtad 
the anſwere and reſolution to thy de- 
maund-s. Begin then,and propoundin 
few woordes thy doubtes, the Merchar 
then (they beeing (et downe) began to 
make his demaundes as tolloweth. 
F 3 I de- 
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Demaundn the tirit place, yf wee 
be all bound to detire dearth? 

The Ermite an(wered, that in re- 
ſpe of the appetite or defire ſenfiriue 
wee benot bound: bur contrarie it is 
in reſpect of the apperite or deſire re- 
ſonable voluntarie and free , vnder 
which the appetite ſenfitiue ought to 
be both ſubiect & gouerned. The rea- 
ſon heerof is for that according to the 
opinion of the diuynes, wee be bound 
ro leaue our owne lyfe, and to accept 
death for the certayne C ſure ſaluation 
of our neighbaur , much more then be 
wee bound to this charitie for our 
owne (aluation, the which wee know 
for certayne cannot be had ordinarily, 
E firſt wee dy not. And wee beeing 

ound rodefire this Jaſt and eternal fe- 
licity , wee are conſequently bound 
to deſire all the meanes neceſſarie to 
the attayning thereof, And for not 
defiring of death with reaſon as afore- 
ſaid, many Chriſtians are dined, which 
yf they might, would chooſe to line in 

this 


WIIas 


my ©» 


no, 3 


a YH Mw aa © As 


PERS 


@ @ {j 


>. «> © 


OF DYING WEL, 40 
this miſcrable world for euer, & would 
ſay to almightie God; keep thow thy 
heauen for thy ſelf, for I care not for 
it, it ſutficeth mee to liue heer with my 
freindes and kindred, Wherefore it is 
athing manifeſt and playne, that ſuch 
men loue not God, And they haue not 
charitie, ſeeing they neuer care to ſee 
his face : wherein conſiſteth all our 
true and chiefeſt blifle. And thus by 
this anſwere the Merchant was tho- 
rowlie ſatisfied : and hee (aid this was 
a good poynt, woorthy to bee wel con- 
ſidered of many worldlings , which 
are perſwaded they are not bound to 
defire death,alleaging that the _— 
and perfet men be they which are 
bound to defire death, and in no wyſe 
ſeculer and wordly men. But without 
all doubt they be deceyued, for wee are 
therevntoall bound indifferentlie. 


H s ſecond. queſtion was whe- The ſecond 
ther wee ought to hauean ill opi- TT 
nion of thoſe that dy ynwillingy : 
Rs. F 4 The 
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The Ermite aniwered, ſaying , my 
ſonne take heed ro my woordes, tor in 
this place I wil re] thee anocher point, 
which as I think is of very tew vn- 
deritood. Aſſure thy (elf it 1s not law- 
ful, ro deſire long lyte, excepc ic bee 
to make ſome ſpiritual truit, eyther 
in. himſelf or others : where-fore 
when-ſocuer a fickman dycth yn- 
willingly , and that hee detireth the 
prolonging of his lyfe principaily to 
otherend then ro do (piricual good, ey- 
ther in himſelfor in ochers, 1 ſay that 
in this caſe hee finnech greatly: my rea- 
ſon is, for that yf hee had the yercues of 
hope and charitie, hee would more de- 
fire to bee ioyned with his Cod, then 
any other thing that is not in any ſorte 
giuen or ordayned to that end, thar is, 
the conunction and ynion with the 
ſoueraigne good. Iris ncedtul then to 
ſatisfy thy demaund with a diſtinction: 
wherefore I ſay vnto thee, when a fick 
man dyeth ynwillingly, to the end hee 
would abyde in chit world to ioy 
and 
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OF DYING WEL. FY 
and triumphe & nor to the end to a- 
mend his lyfe , nor yer to help others; 
ot ſuch an one a man cannot bur haue a 
Gniſter and il opinion, becauſe it is a 
figne hee hath nor charitie roward his 
creator. Bur when the ſick perſon de- 
firerh his lyfe may bee prolonged to do 
penance for his {innes, or ro hane tyme 
to merit more , or to come more in 
Gods iauour , ores to help others, 


aftcr che example of S.Patile, S.Martin, 


& diuers hojy men, of ſuch a man (ſo as 
hee be contirmable ro Cod his holy 
wil and pleaſure) we ought to haue a 
ood and holy opinion , becauſe hee 
Bath his defires agreable vnro charicie. 
Hereunto replyed the Merchant, yf 
this be fo then are but few ſaued, be- 
cauſe few they be which deſire nor to 
haue long lyte,to triumphe heer in ioy, 
and co oft worldly riches and honours. 
Therefore theſe things ye tell mee 
ſeeme vrito mee verie ſtrange and dif- 
ficil. To this anſwered the good Er- 
myte, ſaying, my ſonne I graunt thee, 
F 5 that 
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thatfew are ſaucd, butyer that which 
I tell thee is true, and taken out of the 
doQtrine of holy diuynes, which to a- 
uoyd tediouſnes I name not, nor yet 
pore I*about to proue at length this my 

aying , becauſe it is athing verie palpa- 
ble, and wel knowne todeuourt & holy 
perſons. 


þ 4 H s third queſtion was, whether 

wee ought to haue an ill opinion 
of them that at the laſt end of their lyf 
do loſe the vſe of reaſon, Sc many tymes 
do vtter yaine and il ſpeeches. 

The Ermite anſwered with diſtinc. 
tion,ſaying, that oftheſe wee ought to 
ſay as of them which in health become 
mad, and dy intheir nradnes, who yf 
they weare in ſtate of grace, when the 
loſte the yſe of reaſon, & (o dyed, they 
are ſaued ; but yf then they wear in 
mortalſinne and ſo dyed they be with- 
outall doubt damned in hel. And note 
for our purpoſe, that the juſt iudge our 
Lord Ieſus Chriſte ſuffereth —_— 
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OF DYING WEL, 42 
ſome grear ſinners, in their laſt ſicknes 
toloſe the yſe of reaſon in iuſt 1udge- 
ment;to the intent that as in their | fe 
tyme they haue not bene myndfvl of 
almightie God , ſo in their death they 
ſhould not remember themſeluee. This 
is that which S. Auguſtine (aid: Hac ani- 
maduerſione percutitur peccator , vt moriens 
obliuiſcatur ſui, qui di vigeret eblitus eſt Det, 
that is to ſay: with this puniſhment the 


ſinner is ſtricken , that dying hee for- 


getterh himſelf, which whileſt hee 
lived did forget almighty God, Such 
men as theſe hauing liued beaſtly and 
withour reaſon, tor their Woorthie pu- 
niſhment ought to dy as brute beaſtes, 
without any good preparatio, & there- 
fore without confeſsion and commu- 
nion, and without any figne of con- 
trition : oftentymes with blaſphemies 
and i}l woordes they paſſe out of this 
miſerable lyfe; tro the more miſerable 
and cuerlaſting paine of hell. On the 
contrary parte it happeneth ſomtymes 
ro ſome iuſt and holy perſons, that in 
the 
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the end of his lyfe, chrough the great 
mercic of God, being in ſtate of grace, 
hee loſerh the yſe of reaſon , and beco. 
meth frantick , and ſpeaketh many 
foule and vnſcemely woordes , God 
whais mercytul, ſuffereth this to fall 
ynto him for his profit, and of compaſl. 
ſion to the end hee feele not the great 
payne of his ſickneſle, and that the de- 
uils may not haue occaſion to afflit 
him with temptations, after the loſle 
of the vie of reaſon. Godalmightie of 
his benignicie vieth this mercy with 
him that hath bene good, and is of na- 
ture fearful and frayle, deliuering him 
by this mean from the grief of the fick- 
nes, which hee doth not feele ſo much 
when his bodie is without vic of rea- 
ſon: and making him ynableto receyue 
the deyils temptations , becauſe he 


that is withour vſe of reaſon doth nor - 


ſinne.; And ſay hee or do hee what hee 
wil, yes.though hee ytter woordes a- 
gainſt Cod in that tyme, it isnot impu- 
ted ynto himfor {inne,butitis inoughe 

for 
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for him whe hee had his vnderſtiding, 
that hee had true corrition tor his fin- 
nes, and was in the grace and fauour 


of God. 


= H & fourth queſtion was, whether The founk 
wee ought to thinke il of them, 4=cſoa. | 
that dy of 1 nt or violent death, 

The Ermyte anſwered, that accor- 
ding to the 1udgement of S. Auguſtine, 
Mors mala dicenda non eft, quam bona vits 
precefit, that is to ſay: Thatdeath is not 
to be eſteemed il, which a good lyfe 
hath gonne before. Alwayes whena 
man hath lyued wel,and art rhe point of 
death is without deadlie finne, ſuch a 
death ought to bee eſteemed good: be- 
cauſe, Precroſa incAſpeitu Domini mers ſan- 4 
forum cis, that is to ſay: precious in our | 
Lords fight is the death of his ſain- 
tes, Soasleta mandy of what kynde 
of death ſoguer it bee,ceyther of fire, or 
water, or ſwoord, or peſtilence, or 
poyſon, or ſodaynly, or ngringlys al- 
Wayes his death is ſaid to be holy and 
pretious 
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pretious when hee dyerh in che ſtate of 
grace, Wee haue example of this in 
many holy confeffors & martirs, which 
(in r<{|pect of the world) haue dyed 
Ignominious and ſhameful deathes;and 
n<uertheleſle they are now bappy with 
God in heauen. Andtheſame alſo hap- 
pened ro our Lord leſus Chriſte, to 
whome as yf hee had bene the prince 
of thieues, Was allotted by the wicked 
and obitinace Iewes, the infamous 
death of the crofle. And for the con- 
trarie hee ſaith, that alwayes of wyſe- 
men that death is iudged il, when one 
dyeth in mortal finne : although hee 
haue a quiet and honourable death, to 
the ſight of the world, and bee in dif- 
race with almightieGod:and alwayes 
- holy men that death is iudged the 
wurſt, becauſe as Dauid ſaith, Mors pec= 
catorum pefiime , the death of ſinners is 
the moſt euil. All dearhes then be ill, 
when men dy in deadly finne: and con- 
trariwiſe everie kynde of death is good 
and holy, whena man dyeth in the fa- 
uour of almightie God, 
Taz 
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T7 Hs ftift queſtion was, whether it The i 
be lawful to deſire a man when hee ftion. 
dyeth, that after death hee wil appeare 
ynto thee, and tel thee his eſtate. 
The Ermite anſwered,thart hee foud 
to this queſtion two contrarie an- 
ſwears giuen by the Doors. The one 
is of the Angelical Door S.Themas, ,,, 4% * 
who ſaith, that when there is not 1oy= | 
ned withal any curiofitie or infidelitie, 
but onely a careful defire to know the 
ſtare of him thar dyeth, then is it law- 
ful ro require ſuch athing. The other 
an{wear cotrarie; is of Henry de Aſcia, 
who faith that it is not athing lawful, 
becauſe it can hardly come but of a- 
yayne curioitie; and peraduenture of 
infidelitie, ro be gſſured of the lyfe to 
come, and beſydes that, hee putreth 
himſelf in peril to be deluded of the 


deuil , who many tymes appeareth in 
forme and ſhape of the dead, and re- 
uealeth falſe things. And therefore wee 
read in the goſpel,that Abraham would 
not permit that any reuelation or ap- 
parition 
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parition ſhouid be made vnco the bre. 
thren of the wicked riche man, who 

rayed himto ſend ſome one that was 
dead vnro them (that yer lied) ro ad- 
nertiſe them of his miſerable ſtace. 'To 
whome Abraham anſwered, Habent 
Moyſen C& Propbetas,audiant illvs, that is to 
ſay: They haue Moyſes & the Prophe. 
res, let them heare them. Bur it ſeemerh 
ynto mee that when a man 1s not mo- 
ued,neyther of infidelitie, nor of curio- 
ſicie, but onely for a ſpiritual conſola- 
tion, and ro fulfil without offence ro 
God, a deſire to know ſuch a thing, 
that this 15 no ſinne. Notwithſtanding 
hold thow that opinion which moſte 
pleaſerh thee, ſo that thow haue the 
yertue of humilitie, ioyned with godly 
and holy deſire. 


H e ſixtqueſtion was, whether hee 
that bath al wayesliued i], & never 
hath made preparation for death, being 
now atthe point of death, may at thar 
inſtant ſufficiently prepare himſelf to 
dy. The 
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The Ermite anſwered , ſaying, 
ſonne, ſo long as a man liuerh and hath 
the vie of realon; hee my alwayes diſc. 
poſe and prepare himſelf to. dy- wel. 
Bur in truth I ſay vnto thee, that of ren 
thow(land men thar delay ir to the laſt 
inſtant, their is not one ſaued. Thjs'is 
the iundgemeyr of S. Hierome, and S, 
Auguſtine, and yerie wel knowne and 
manifeſt to other holy doctors, there- 
fore I wil not go about to multiplie 
wordes in yayne. 


H e ſeuenth om_ was, Whe- rTheſe:tt of 
il do appeare to all queſtion. 


ther the deu 
thoſe that dy. The Ermite anſwered, 
ſaying , that ordinarily the deuils ap- 
peare to all; in the end of theirlyues,as 
may be proued by the authoritie of 
diuersholy men. The ordinary gloſle 
explicating theſe woordes of Geneſes. 


Tu in{idiaberis calcaneo ein: that is, Thow gene. 3. 


RE wayrt cuen at his heel, ſaith, 
that this is to be ynderſtood to be at 


the end of mannes lyf. 
To 
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To the fame purpoſe Ecclefiaſticus 
alfo ſaith , Sunr [pritus gut ad tindiftam 
Sreati ſunt, & in tempore conſummation ef+ 
ſundunt vi1tutem ſuam, that is to (ay : their 
be- ſpirits which were created for re- 
uenge, andat the tyme of conſumartion 
they do ſhew their torce: which autho- 
rity S. Vincent andother Doctors ex- 
pound of deuils that appeare at the 

me of death.. And S.Gregorie ſaith, 
that the deuil ſo- much the more dili- 
p*o"ly rempteth a man in the end of his 

yfe, as he knoweth hee hathlefle tyme 
£0 tempt him. 

Theſame S. Cregorie alſo wryteth 
that the deuil in the end of lyfe appee- 
reth aſwel ro the good as the euil; yea 
and that hee durit appeer to Chriſte 
himſelf-becing on the crofſe. If then 
this wicked ſpirit came to Chriſte on 
thecrafſe, how much more boldly wil 
hee appeere to all other ? yf it be not 
tinat ſome threugh the (petial grace 
anc priuiledge-of almighty God be ex- 
empted from ſuch a diueliſh appari- 
tion 
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tion,as wee read of our blefſed Ladie,in 
ſome bookes of {malle authoritie, thar 
ef+| ſhe aſked and obtayned of her bleſſed 
eir | fonne, that at her death ſhe ſhould nor 
re- | ſceany wicked ſpiritor deuil; 


on Jt 
0- Hz eight queſtion was, whether 
X= our Sauiour Chriſte diſcend corpo-. queſtion. | 


he | rally tothe particuler iudgment of all 
h, | thoſethardy. 
Fn The Ermite anſwered, that to ſome 
is | ieſcemeth hee doth, and they confirms 
e | theiropinion with authoritie of holy 
ſcripture, inthe ates of the Apoſtles: 
where it 1s ſaid of our Lord. Ipſeeſt qui ag 6, 
conſtitutus eſt 4 Deo, index viuorum & mor- 
tuorum, that is to (ay: it is hee that is ap- 
poynted of God the judge of the quick 
and the dead, And in S. John the 5. 
Chap. it is written : Pater omne iadicinm 
dedr filio, that isto ſay , God the father 
gaue all iudgement to his ſonne, But ta 
ſome other this opinion ſeemeth not 
credible, becauſe it happenerh that in 
ene and the ſelf ame tyme divers per- 
G 3 ſons 
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ſons dy in diuers places, and-it is not 
conuenable that Chriſtes humanitie in 
one inſtant ſhould bee to this endiin to 
many placevand therefore they ſay,our 
bleſſed Sauiour dorh not difcend per- 
ſonally ro giue this parrticuler iudgmer, 
but rather commirteth that office ro 
the good Angelthatis'giuen ys for our 
gard,giuing him authoritie as iudge, to 
end andexecute the proces and ſenten» 
cesto him appoynted , and the Angel, 
ſo made iudge, condemneth or ablol- 
ueth the fouls according to 1uſtice: and 
after guideth it to the place aſsigned, 
eyther in heauen, in hell, or in purga- 
torie,according as it hath deſcrued. But 
to the wy iudgment, our bleſſed 
Sauiour himſelf wil diſcend and judge 
the quick and the dead. And in this 
ſence they expound the authoritie be- 
fore alcaged. . 


4 Thenyath "JH x nynth queſtion was, whether 
tion. . : 

$: our Sauiour Chriſte appeare at the 

} hower of death generallic to all men, 

X good and ul, 

The 
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The Ermite anſwered that ſome | 


- great doctors haue ſaid that hee dothe, 


and to approue theſame they alleage 
the authoritie of Pope Innocent the 
third in the ſecond book, de conditicne 
Viltatis humane: that is of the miſery of 
man, where iris ſaid that all men, aſ-. 
wel good as bad do ſee Ieſus Chriſte be- 
fore the ſoule go our of the bodie. The 
good to their great conſolation and the 
euil to their great confuſion, to the end 
that by ſuch apparance they may be 
aſhamed ro haue loſt through their 
m—_—_ the precious fruit of their 
redemption. And albeit this bee the 
opinion of yery famous doors yer do 
I not fynde it ſufficiently confirmed by 
authority of holy ſcripture : &for this 
reaſon thereare others that do not con- 
cur in this opinion ; though yet very 
Godly anddeuout. About this matter 
then I wil make noneother reſolution, 
but that I hold for certayne , that 
our benigne and mercyful redeemer 
appeareth to many in the end of their 
G ; lyues 
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lyues as by innumerable examples and 
approued hiſtories it may be verefyed, 
bur that kee appeareth to all yniuerſal- 
ly, I neyther athrme nor deny. 


eventh 1T H s tenth was, whether the par- 
mon -— riculer iydgement bee immediatly 
| after the ſoule 15 gon our of the bodice, 
A —— bee ſome (pace of tyme be- 
fore the ſentence of theſaid iudgement 
be giuen, 
The Ermite anſwered, that ordina- 
rilie without delay after the ſoule be 
ſeparated from the bodie it receyuerh 
hisparticuler judgment, with the ſen- 
tence of damnation or ſaluation,accor- 
ding to the condition of his merits. But 
verietrew itis, that Omni regula patitur 
exceptionem , cuzry rule ſuffereth excep- 
tion. Therefore ſome {oules after their 
ſeparation attend a good ſpace before 
their particuler judgement be giuen, as 
wee readofafamous Dodtor, of Paris 
who was reputed a man of holy lyfe, 
but becing dead, whylesthey made his 

: funcral- 
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faneralles in rhe Churche,hee lifred y 
his head as he lay on the beere, inthe 
_ ot many people; & a great nu 
er of mailters & Doctors in diuinine, 
and diuers (chollers,and (a.d, Ad indicium 
yocatus ſum:chat 1s, | amcalled ro iudge= 
ment :: and then layd himſelf down a- 
aine, Whereypo it was ordayned that 
ee ſhould not be buried yaril the next 
day,and ſo the day following hee did 
the like, for lifting vp -his head againe 
hee ſaid, Indicatw ſum: I am wdged, And 
thereypon his burial was deterred til 
the third day, when as hee in lyke man- 
ner(as twyce before)lifting vp his head 
ſaidaloud , Condemnetns ſum: 1 am con- 
demned., whereby ic is manifeſt, that 
this particuler iudgement continued 
for the ſpace of three dayes. Through 
the which great miracle ſundry doors 
& (chollers left the world, &% went into 
the wildernes, where they began the 
firſt foundation of the order of « Car- 
thuſians; otherwiſe called ths monkes 
.of the Charterhows. | 
C 4 Trsg 
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| death T H x eleuenth queltio was, yf when, 
10h. 


this particuler judgement 1s. done, 
and the ſentence giuen; the ſoule be ca- 
ried by and by to the place appoynted. 

The Ermitean(wered, that the ho:y 
Catholike Churche holdeth and tirmly 
belecuerh, that our ſoules becing depar- 
ted out of our bodies; do after their par- 
ticular iudgemets ordinarily pafle vnto 
the place ot cuerlaſting ioy or paine,ac- 
cording to their merices or demerits. 
And the reaſon hereof is, for that it is 
the ſoule that principally (ynneth or 
meriteth, and the bodie without it 
cannot (inne nor merit : and therefore 
itis not againit reaſon, that the ſoule 
without the bodie, receyue eyther good 
or euil, yniil the day of the vyniuerſal 
judgement: it (ufhceth that afterward 
at the tyme of the yniverſal judgement 
beeing vnited with the bodie it be 
therewith for euer eyther ſaued or dam- 
ned. The ſacred diuynes in the fourth 
ofthe ſentences do proue this our Ca- 
tholike concluſion with reaſons,autho- 


rityes, 
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OF DYING WEL, 4 
rityes,and authenrical hiſtories: but in 
this place onely the authority of the 
ſcriptures is ſufficient for vs, as it apee= 
reth inthe 23. of S. Luke, where our 
Sauiour Chriſte ſaid to the good theef, 
Hodie mecum eris in patadiſo: This day 
thow ſhalt bee with mee in pazadiſe; 
hee ſaid not at the end of the world, 
but this day. And Iob ſpeaking of 


' wordlings ſaid, Ducunt in bonis dies ſuos, 


& tn puntto ad infernum diſcendunt , that is 
to ſay : they ſpend their dayes in plea- 
ſures,and in a mometthey deſcend into 
hel. Whereby it apeereth that whyleſt 
they bee in their triumphes andioyes, 
ſodeynlie in the twinckling of an eye 
they fall into hel. 


i H s twelfth queſtion was, yf all The 


they that dy do ſuffer equal payne 


and anguiſhin the agonie of death. 

The 6rmite anſwered n& as it ap- 
peareth in ſome olde men which dy 
eaſily, and alſo ſome that ſceme to dy 
fleeping, and ſome whileſt they bee in 
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an extaſie-or traunce: as S. Auguſtine 
declareth in his book , Deciawate Dei. 
Moreouer it happeneth ſomctymes that 
one aliue- and 1in health doth endurs 
greater payne , then an other'in the 
ryme of his death, and it-is wdged of 
Wyſemen, thar oftentymes itis a grea- 
ter difficulty to beare the troubles and 
miſeries of this [yte,then dying to looſe 
the lyfe of the bodie, So as in this re- 
ſpec; there haue bene many holy Con- 
fſors that haue ſuffered more gree- 
uous afflictions rhen ſome martirs. 

Wee may therefore think, that there 
Is no man , Who eyther before his 
death, or atthe ryme of his death , or 
at leaſt after death, doth nor ſuffer ex- 
ceſs1ue grief and great torment. 

When the youngman had wel vn- 
derſtood all theſe things aforeſaid, hee 
would yet haue propounded other 
queſtions, bur the Ermite feelmg him- 
(ele wearie, aſwel for his great age as 
a/ſo-for his long talk , prayed ; 
that hee would: bee. content to aſke 
him 
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him no more , bur rather that hee 
would do his endeuour to put in exc-. 
cution that, Which hee had-all rcad- 
die tolde him, tor woordes -withour 
deedes are licle profitabie, and to ſuch 
as haue a good wil to do wel itis nor 
needful ro-' vie many perſuations; bur 
breefly to tel them their dueties. 

Then the youngman with great re- 
nerence and humility did ypon his 
knees giue thankes ynto the good Er- 
mite, tor ſo many his good & holy leſ- 
ſons, & promi(ed him to make it apeer, 
that his long diſcours ſhould nor bee 
vnprofitable and withpur great fruit, 
And ſo hauing had his bleſsing took 
his leaue, and withour delay , deſirous 


' To glue himſelf wholie to learne to dy 
we 


» diſtributed all his riches to poor 
orphans, Churches and hoſpiralles, and 
forſaking this miſerable and deceyuing 
world entred into religion, where hee 
continewed a long tyme, and diligent- 
ly obſerued the aforeſaid rules, ril ar 
length hauing liued long and ver- 
tuouſly, 
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mou, hee happely rendred his ſoule 


into handes of this creator , to 
whome bee all honour and glorie 
world without-end, 
Amen. 
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